i 
4 
A-. 
2 7 
- 
\ 
% 
* % 
2 
2 * 
N 
7 
7 
I 
. 
* 
2 
* 
* hs 
* . 
3 . : 
* oP 
2 
* * 4 
* * 
7 75 8 — 
2 4 
$ 
— 9 = 
9 * 
7 
© 
PA 
52 
Ts * 
y 
4 
Be” 
4 £ 


3 . 


N I | 
- | | 


IE any CHA 


| * 
* 


* — 
* 


RCHBISHOP 


| 88 


— 6 : | . 


r 
2 * 1 SID 


. 
. 
c 
- 
* A 
. 
*r 
** 
— 


* 
* 

8 
* . 


. 
we 
g 


1 
o 


* 
"ae 


4 4-4» 


Ween. — wy 


1 
* 
4 * 
.* | | 
* 
* 
- 
. 
I IS 
- | 
. Fe 4 — | : 
* 
* 
* 
, 
* 
= * | 
* | | 
% 
© - — AE ry bj 
. 
1 
* 
2 
+ 


„„ 3 eve 6 Is IE 


bY 
* 7 
- En 
a 0 


2 


— 
LE 
— 


E V T: E W 


of THe 


LIFE ako CHARAOTER | 


OF . 
Aschpishor SECKER. 2 ) 


R. THOMAS SECKER, late Arch- 
= of Canterbury, was born in the 

Year 1693, at a ſmall Village called 
$:bthorp, in the Vale of Belxoir, Nottingham- 
ſhire. His Father was a Proteſtant Diſſenter, 
a pious, virtuous, and ſenſible Man, who, hav- 
ing a ſmall paternal Fortune, followed no Pro- 
feſſion. His Mother was the Daughter of 
Mr. GroxGe Broven, of Shelton, in the 
County of Nottingham, a ſubſtantial Gentleman= 
Farmer. He received his Education at ſeveral 
privag Schools and Academies in the Country, 


being — ws various Accidents to change 
b W 


Abilities. Amongſt the reſt, in the Aciderny 


2M Life of Archbiſhop SECKER. 
his Maſters frequently. Notwithſtanding chis = 


evident Diſadvantage, at the Age of Nineteen 
he had not only made a conſiderable Progreſs 
in Greek and Latin, and read the beſt and moſt 
difficult Writers in both Languages, but had 
acquired a Knowledge of French, Hebrew, 
Chaldee, and Syriac, had learned Geography, 
Logic, Algebra, Gesmetry, Qonic Sections, and 
gone through a Courſe of Lectures on Jew:/h 


_ Antiquities, and other Points, preparatory to 


the critical Study of the Bible. At the ſame 
Time, in one or other of thoſe Seminaries, he 
had the good Fortune to meet, and to fon 
an Acquaintance, with ſeveral Perſons ofa re: 


of one Mr. Joxes, kept firſt at Glouceſter, then 


at Tewkeſbury, he laid the Foundation of a ſtrict 


Friendſhip with Mr. Joszen BUTLER, after- 
wards Biſhop of Durham. At the laſt of thoſe 
two Places it was that Mr. BuTLER gave the 
firſt Proof of his great Sagacity and Depth of 
Thought in the Letters which he then wrote to 
Dr. SAMUEL CLARKE ; laying before him the 
Doubts that had ariſen in his Mind, concern- 
ing the Concluſiveneſs of ſome Arguments in 
the DocTor's Demonſtration of the Being and 
Attributes o God. Theſe were written with 
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ſs much Candour, Modeſty, and good Senſe, 
that, on the Diſcovery of his Name, they imme- 
diately procured him the Friendſhip of that 
eminent Man, and were afterwards printed at 
the End of his Evidexces of Natural and Revealed 
Religion. This Correſpondence was entruſted 
in Confidence to Mr. SzcxeR, who, in Order 
to keep it private, undertook to convey Mr. 
' BuTteR's Letters to the Poſt-Office at Glia- 


 ceſter, and to bring back Dr. CLarK#'s Anſwers. 


Mr. SecxzR had been deſtined by his Father 
for Orders amongſt the Diſſenters. With this 
View; during the laſt Years of his Education, 


© his Studies were chiefly turned towards Divi- 


nity z in which he made ſuch quick Advances, 
that, by the Time he was Three-and-twenty, 
he had read over carefully a great Part of the 
Scriptures, particularly the New Teflament in 

the Originah, and the beſt Comments upon it; 
Euſebiuss Ecclefiaſiical Hiſtory, the Apoffalical 
Fathers, Whifton's Primitive Chriſtianity, and the 
principal Writers for and againſt Miniſterial 


and Lay-Conformity ; with many others of 


the moſt eſteerned Treatiſes in Theology. - But 
though the Reſult of theſe Enquiries was (what 
might naturally be expected) a well-grounded 
Belief of the Chriſtian Revelation, yet not be- 

b 2 _ ing 
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ing at that Time able to decide on ſeme abſtruſe- 
ſpeculative Doctrines, nor to determine abſo- 
lately what Communion he ſhould embrace; 
he reſolved, like a wiſe and honeſt Man, to 
purſue ſome Profeſſion, which ſhould leave him 
at Liberty to weigh theſe Things more maturely 
in his Thoughts, and net oblige him to declare, 
or teach publicly, Opinions which were not 
yet thoroughly ſettled in his own Mind. There- 
fore about the End of the Year 1716 he 
applied himſelf to the Study of Phyſic; and 
after gaining all the Inſight into it he could, by 
reading the uſual preparatory Books, and attend- 
ing the beſt Lectures during that and the fol- 
lowing Winter in London; in Order to improve 
himſelf ftill more, in January 1718-19 he 
went to Paris. There he lodged au Chitre 
St. Benoit, Rue des Mathurins, in the ſame 
Houſe with Mr. WinsLow, the famous Ana- 
tomiſt, whoſe Lectures he attended, as he 
did thoſe of the Materia Medica, Chymiſtry, and 
Botany, at the King's Gardens. The Ope- 
' rations of Surgery he ſaw at the Hotel Dieu, 
and attended alſo for ſome Time M. GRE- 
GOIRE, the Accoucheur, but without any 
Deſign of ever practiſing that or any other 
Branch of Surgery. Here he became acquainted 
. | with 
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with AL BINus, afterwards Profeſſor at Leyden, 
Father MonTr#Aaucon, and ſeveral other Per- 
ſons of Note. Here too was his firſt Know- 
ledge of Mr. MarxTin BENSON, afterwards 
Biſhop of Glouceſter, one of the moſt agreeable 
and virtuous Men of his Time, with whom 
he quickly became much connected, and 
not many Years after was united to him 
by the ſtrongeſt Bonds of — as well as 
Affection. * 

During the Whole of Mr. Srckrx's Con- 
tinuance at Paris, he kept up a conſtant Corre- 
ſpondence with Mr. BuTLER, who before this 
Time had taken Orders, and on the Recom- 
mendation of Dr. CLARKE, and Mr. EDwARD 


TALBOT, Son to Biſhop TarBoT, was ap- 
pointed by Sir JosEPH JEKYLL, Preacher at : 


the Rolls. Mr. BuTLER took Occaſion to 
mention his Friend Mr. SECRKER, without his 
Knowledge, to Mr. TALBOT; who promiſed, 
in Caſe he choſe to take Orders in the Church 
of England, to engage the Biſhop his Father to 
provide for him. This was communicated to 
Mr. SECKER in a Letter from Mr. BuT1=s, 
about the Beginning of May, 1720. He had 
not at that Time come to any Reſolution of quit- 


"_ the Study of Phyſic; but he began to fore- 
SY -- ſee 
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ſee many Obſtacles to his purſuing that Pro- 
feſſion; and having never diſcontinued his Ap- 
plication to Theology, his former Difficulties, 
both with Regard to Conformity and ſome other 
doubtful Points, had gradually leſſened, as his 
Judgement became ſtronger, and his Reading and 
Knowledge more extenſive. It appears alſo 
from two of his Letters ſtill in Being, written 
from Paris to a Friend in England, (both of 
them prior to the Date of Mr. BUuTLER's above- 
mentioned) that he was greatly diſſatisfied with 
the Diviſions and Diſturbances which at that 
particular Period prevailed amongſt the Diſ- 
ſenters. In this State of Mind Mr. Bur LER's 
unexpected Propoſal found him, which he was 
therefore very well diſpoſed to take into Con- 


ſideration; and after deliberating careſully on the 


Subject of ſuch a Change for upwards of two 
Months, he reſolved at length to embrace the 


Offer, and for that Purpoſe quitted Fraxce the 


latter End of Fuly, or Beginning of Auguſt, 1720. 
On his Arrival in England he was introduced 


to Mr. TALBOT, with whom he cultivated a 
.clofe Acquaintance. But it was unfortunately 


of very ſhort Duration. For in the Month of 


December that Gentleman caught the Small- 


Pox, and died. This was a great Shock to all 
his 
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his Friends, who had juſtly conceived the 
higheſt Expectations of him, but eſpecially 
to an amiable Lady whom he had lately mar- 
ried, and who was very near ſinking under fo 
ſudden and grievous a Stroke, Mr. Srekxx, 
beſides ſharing largely in the common Grief, 
had peculiar Reaſon to lament an Accident that 
ſeemed to put an End at once to all his Hopes; 
but he had taken his Reſolution, and he deter- 
mined to perſevere It was ſome Encourage- 
ment to him to find that Mr. TALBOT had 
on his Death-bed recommended him, toge- 

ther with Mr. Bensoxn and Mr. BuTLER, to 
his Father's Notice. Thus did that excellent 
young Man, (for he was but Twenty-nine when 
he died) by his nice Hiſcernment of Charac- 
ters, and his conſiderate Good-nature, provide 
moſt effectually in a few ſolemn Moments for 
the Welfare of that Church from which he 
himſelf was fo prematurely ſnatched away - and 
at the ſame Time raiſed up (when he leaſt 
thought of it) the trueſt Friend and Protector 
to his Wife and unborn Daughter; who after- 
wards found in Mr, SECKER all that tender 
Care and Aſſiſtance which they could have 

hoped for from the neareſt Relation. 


It being Judged neceſſary by Mr. SECKER'S 
b 4 1 
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* | Friends that he ſhould have a Degree at Ox- 
4 ford; and he having been informed that if he 
= ſhould previouſly take the Degree of Doctor 


in Phyſic at Leyden, it would probably help 
if him in obtaining the other, he went a little 
before Chriſtmas from Londen to Rotterdam, and 
__- thence to Leyden. He took his Degree there, 
March 7, 1720-1, and, as Part of his Exerciſe 
for it, compoſed and printed a Diſſertation 
1 de Medicind Statica, which is ſtill extant, and 
=- is thought, by the Gentlemen of that Profeſ- 
ſion, a ſenfible and learned Perſormance. 
GoRTER, in his Treatiſe de perſpiratione infen- 
ili printed at Leyden in the Year 1736, makes 
a ſhort but reſpectful Mention of it in his 
Preface. After paying a Viſit to Amſterdam he 
returned by the Way of Helvoerſluys and Har- 
wich to London, and on the iſt of April, 1721, 
entered himſelf a Gentleman-Commoner of 
Exeter College in Oxford ; about a Twelvemonth 
after which he obtained the Degree of Batchelor 
of Arts in that Univer/ity, without any Difficulty, 
in Conſequence of the Chancellor's recommen- 
datory Letter to the Convocation. 
He now ſpent a conſiderable Part of his 
Time in London, where he quickly gained the 
Eſteem of ſome of the moſt learned and 
ingenious 
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ingenious Men of thoſe Days, particularly of 
Dr. CLARK, Rector of St. James's, and the 
celebrated Dean BERKELEY, afterwards Biſhop 
of Cloyne, with whom he every Day became 
more delighted and more cloſely connected. 
He paid frequent Viſits of Gratitude and 
Friendſhip to Mrs. TAL BOT, Widow of Mr. 
EpwarD TarTzor, by whom ſhe had a 
Daughter five Months after his Deceaſe. With 
| her lived Mrs. CATHARINE BENSsOx, Siſter 
to Biſhop Bexnson, whom in many Reſpects 
the greatly reſembled. She had been for ſeveral 
Years Mrs. TALBoT's inſeparable Companion, 
and was of unſpeakable Service to her at the 

Time of her Huſband's Death, by exerting all 

her Courage, Activity, and good Senſe, (of 
which ſhe poſſeſſed a large Share) to ſupport 
her Friend under fo great an Affliction ; and 
by afterwards attending her ſickly Infant with. 
the utmoſt Care and Tenderneſs, to which, 
under Providence, was owin 6 the Preſervation 
of a very valuable Life. 

Biſhop TAT BOT being in November 1721 
appointed to the See of Durham, Mr. SECKER 
was in December 1722 ordained Deacon by him 
in St. James's Church, and Prieſt not long 
after in the ſame Place, where he preached his 
1 Ern 
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firſt Sermon, March 28, 1 723. The Biſhop's 
domeſtic Chaplain at that Time was Dr. 
Ruxprk, a Man of warm Fancy, and very 
brilliant Converſation, but apt ſometimes to 


be carried by the Vivacity of his Wit into in- 


diſcreet and ludicrous Expreſſions, which 
created him Enemies, and on one Occaſion 
produced diſagreeable Conſequences, With 


him Mr. SEckER was ſoon after aſſociated in the 


Biſhop's Family, and both taken down by his 
Lordſhip to Durham in Fuly 1723. 

On the Death of Sir GxorGE WHELER, in 
1723-4, the Biſhop gave his Prebend of Dur- 
bam to Mr. Btenson, and the Rectory of 
Houghton le Spring to Mr. SecKrR. This 


valuable Piece of Preferment putting it in his 


Power to fix himſelf in the World in a Man- 


ner agreeable to his Inclinations, he ſoon after 


made a Propoſal of Marriage to Mrs. BENSORN 
abovementioned ; which being accepted they 
were married by Biſhop TALBOT in King- 
Street Chapel, October 28, 1725. At the earneſt 


| Deſire of both, Mrs. TALBOT and her Daugh- 


ter conſented to live with them, and the two 
Families from that Time became one. 


Not long before this, Biſhop TALBOT had 


given the Rectery of Haughton, near Darling- 


Ton, 
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ton, to Mr, BuTLER. There was a Neceſſity 
for rebuilding a great Part of the Parſonage- 
Houſe, and Mr. BuTLER had neither Money 
nor Talents for that Work, Mr. SzcxER 
therefore, who had his Friends always in his 
Thoughts, and was now in great Favour with 
his Patron, perſuaded him to give Mr. BUTLER, 
in Exchange for Haughton, the Rectory of 
Stanbope, which was of much greater Value, 
and without any ſuch Incumbrance. In the 
Winter of 1725-6 Mr. BuTLER publiſhed 
the firſt Edition of his incomparable Sermons. 
Mr. SECKER took much Pains to render his 
Stile more familiar, and his Meaning more 

obvious. Yet they were at laſt by many called 
obſcure. But whatever requires Attention is 
not of Courſe obſcure. No one (as Dr. CLARKE 
rightly obſerved on this Occaſion) ever im- 
puted Obſcurity to Euchd's Elements. Diffi- 
culties they may have, but Difficulties ſoon _ 

maſtered by the Degree of Attention which 

ſuch Subjects require.— Mr. SECKER gave his 
Friend the ſame Aſſiſtance in the Diſcourſe 
prefixed to the Second Edition, and alſo in that 
noble Work, which he afterwards publiſhed, 
The Analogy of Religion, Natural and Revcaled, 
to the Conſtitution and Courſe of Nature: 
5 | He 
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He now gave up all the Time he poſſibly 
could to his Reſidence at Houghton. He applied 
himſelf with Alacrity to all the Duties of a 
Country Clergyman, and ſupported that uſeful .. 
and reſpectable Character throughout with the 
ſtricteſt Propriety. He omitted Nothing which 
he thought could be of Uſe to the Souls and 
Bodies of the People entruſted to his Care. 
He brought down his Converſation and his 
Sermons to the Level of their Underſtandings; 
he viſited them in private, he catechiſed the 


young and ignorant, he received his Country 


Neighbours and Tenants kindly and hoſpi- 
tably, and was of great Service to the poorer 
Sort of them by his Skill in Phyſic, which 


was the only Uſe he ever made of it. Though 


this Place was in a very remote Part of the 
World, yet the Solitude of it perfectly ſuited 
his ſtudious Diſpoſition, and the Income ariſing 
from it bounded his Ambition. Here he 


would have been content to live and die; here, 


as he has often been heard to declare, he ſpent. 
ſome of the happieſt Hours of his Life ; and 

it was no Thought or Choice of his own that 
removed him to a higher and more public 
Sphere. But Mrs. SecxtR's Health, which 
began now to be very bad, and was thought 
to 
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to bave been injured by the Dampneſs of the 
Situation, obliged him to think of exchanging 
it for a more healthy one. And Dr. Finney, 
Prebendary of Durbam, and Rector of Ryton, 
being old and infirm, Mr. BEN SON requeſted 
the Biſhop, through Dr. Rox DT E, that Mr. 
SECKER might ſucceed him, and reſign Howugh- 
ton. This meeting with Difficulties, Mr. 
 BeNsSoN, in order to remove them, very gene- 
rouſly gave up his Prebend of Sarum, to accom- 
modate the Perſon for whom Ryton was deſigned, 
and then Mr. SECKER was allowed to make the 
Exchange abovementioned. He went up to 
London, and was inſtituted to Ryton and the 
Prebend, June 3, 1727, and for the two fol- 
lowing Years lived chiefly at Durham, going 
over every Week to officiate at Rytoz, and 
ſpending there two or three Months together 
in the Summer. 
In July, 1732, the Duke of Grafton, then 
Lord Chamberlain, appointed him Chaplain to 
the King. For this Favour he was indebted 
to Dr. SHERLOCK, Who. having heard him 

preach at Bath, had conceived the higheſt 
Opinion of his Abilities, and thought them 
well worthy of being brought forwards into 
public Notice. From that Time an Inti- 
1 macy 
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macy commenced betwixt them, and he re- 
ceived from that great Prelate many ſolid Proofs 
of Eſteem and F riendſhip. 

His Month of Waiting at St. Fames's hap- 
pened to be Auguſt, and on Sunday the 27th 
of that Month he preached before the Queen, 


the King being then abroad. A few Days after, 


her Majeſty ſent for him into her Cloſet, and 


held a long and gracious Converſation with 


him. In the Courſe of it he took an Oppor- 
tunity of mentioning to her his Friend Mr. 
BuTLER. The Queen faid, ſhe thought he 
had been dead. Mr. Stex aſſured her he 
was not. Yet her Majeſty afterwards aſked 
Archbiſhop BLAcKBURNE if he was not dead. 


His Anſwer was; No, Madam, but he is 


buried. And indeed the Retirement of Stanhope, 
where he ſpent almoſt his whole Time, was 
too ſolitary for his Diſpoſition, which had in 
it a natural Caſt of Gloomineſs. And though 
theſe. recluſe Hours were by no Means loſt 
either to private Improvement or public Utility, 
yet he felt at Times, very painfully, the Want 
of that ſelect Society of Friends, to which he 
had been accuſtomed, and which could inſpire 
him with the greateſt Chearfulneſs. Mr. SzcKeR, 
who knew this, was extremely anxious to draw 

him 
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him out into a more active and conſpicuous 
Scene, and omitted no Opportunity of expreſ- 
ſing this Deſire to ſuch as he thought capable 
of promoting it. And not long after this, on 
Mr. TAatBoT's being made Lord Chancellor, 
he found Means to have Mr. BUTLER recom- 

mended to him for his Chaplain. His Lord- 

ſhip accepted and ſent for him. This Pro- 
motion bringing him back into the World, 
the Queen very ſoon appointed him her Cler# 
of the Cloſet, from whence he roſe, as his Ta- 
lents became more known, to thoſe high _ 
nities which he afterwards enjoyed. 

Mr. SECKER now began to have a public 
Character, and ſtood high in the Eſtimation 
of thoſe who were allowed to be the beſt 
Judges of Merit. He had already given Proofs 
of Abilities that plainly indicated the Eminence 
to which he muſt one Day riſe, as a Preacher 
and a Divine; and it was not long before an 
Opportunity offered of placing him in an ad- 
vantageous Point of View. Dr. Tyxwurr, 
who ſucceeded Dr. CLARKE as Rector of Sr. 
Juanes in 1729, found that preaching in fo 

large a Church endangered his Health. Biſhop 
 GiBs0N therefore, his Father-in-law, propoſed 
to the Crown that he ſhould be made Reſiden- 


| tiary 
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tiary of St. Paul's, and that Mr. Szcxet 
ſhould ſucceed him in the Rectory. This 
Arrangement was ſo acceptable to thoſe in 
Power, that it took Place without any Diffi- 
culty. Mr. SECKER was inſtituted Rector the 
18th of May, 1733, and in the Beginning of 
July went to Oxford to take his Degree of 
Doctor of Laws, not being of ſufficient Stand- 
ing for that of Divinity. On this Occaſion 
it was that he preached his celebrated Act 
Sermon on the Advantages and the Duties of 
academical Education, which was univerſally 
allowed to be a Maſterpiece of found Reaſon- 
ing and juſt Compoſition. It was printed 
at the Deſire of the Heads of Houſes, and 
quickly paſſed through ſeveral Editions, It is 
now. to be found in the Second Collection 
of his Occafional Ser mans, publiſhed by himſelf 
in 1766. 

He was cenſured in a Paper called The 
Weekly Miſcellany for not quoting Texts of 
Scripture in this Sermon. The only Notice 
he took of that Cenſure was by contributing 
very liberally for many Years towards ſupport- 
ing the Author of it. 

At his next Waiting, at Hampton-Court, the 
Queen again ſent for him, and ſaid very oblig- 


ing 
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ing Things to him of this Sermon. And it 


was thought that the Reputation he had ac- 


quired by it contributed not a little towards 
that Promotion which very ſoon followed its 
Publication. For in December 1734 he recgived 
a very unexpected Notice, by Letter, from 
Biſhop GrssoN, that the King had fixed on 
him to be Biſhop of Briſfol. Dr. RuNx DLE 


had a little before this been propoſed by the 


Lord Chancellor TALBOT for the See of 
Gloucgſter, but on Account of fome Impru- 
dences of Speech charged on the Doctor by 
Mr. VꝝNN, the Biſhop of London oppoſed this 
Nomination, and with much Difficulty pre- 


vailed on Dr. BENSON to accept that Dignity. 


Dr. FLEMING was about the ſame Time pro- 
moted to the See of Carliſis; and the three 
new Biſhops were all conſecrated together in 
Lambeth Chapel, Fan. 19, 1734-5, the Conſe- 


eration Sermon being preached by Dr. Troy 
now Biſhop of Wincheſter. 


The Honoufs to which Dr. SECKER” was 
thus raiſed in the Prime of Life did not in the 


leaſt abate his Diligence and Attention to Buſi- 
neſs; for which indeed there was now fore 


Occaſion than ever. He immediately ſet about 
the Viſitation of his Dioceſe, confirmed in a 
| 12 . ” great 
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ſtruction. He allowed out of his own Income 
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great Number of Places, preached in ſeveral 
Churches, ſometimes twice a Day, and, from 
the Informations received in his Progreſs, laid 


the Foundation of a parochial Account of his 


Diogeſe, for the Benefit of his Succeſſors. 
Finding, at the fame Time, the Affairs of his 
Pariſh of Sf. Fames's in great Diſorder, he took 
the Trouble, in Concert with a few others, to 
put the Accounts of the ſeveral Officers into 
a regular Method, drew up a Set of excellent 
Rules to direct them better for the future, 
and, by the large Share which he always took 
in the Management of the Poor, and the Re- 
gulation of many other parochial Concerns, was 
of ſignal Service to his Pariſhioners, even in a 
temporal View. But it was their ſpiritual 
Welfare which engaged, as it ought to do, his 


chief Attention. As far as the Circumſtances 
.of the Times and the Populouſneſs of that 


polite Part of the Metropolis allowed, he 
omitted not even thoſe private Admonitions 


and perſonal Applications which are often 
attended with the hapffieſt Effects. Not being 


able, however, to do fo. much in this Way as 
he wiſhed, he was peculiarly aſſiduous in giv- 


ing and promoting every Kind of public In- 


a Salary 


A. =. . 
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a Salary for reading early and late Prayers, 
which had formerly been paid out of the Offer- 


| tory Money. He held, a Confirmation once 


every Year, and examined and inſtructed the 
Candidates ſeveral Weeks before in the Veſtry, 
and gave them religious Tracts, which he alſo 
diſtributed, - at other ' Times, very liberally to 
thoſe that needed them. He drew up for the 


Uſe of his Pariſhioners that admirable Courſe 
of Lectures on the Church Catechiſm, which 


have been lately publiſhed, and not only read 
them, once every Week on the uſual Days, 
but alſo every Sunday Evening, either at the 
Church or one of the Chapels belonging to it, 


They were received with univerſal Approbation, 


and attended regularly by Perſons of all Ages 
and Conditions. The Judgement of the Public 
has ſince confirmed the Opinion of his Pariſhi- 


| oners, and eſtabliſhed the Reputation of this 


Work, as one of the fulleſt, cleareſt, and ex- 
atteſt Compendiums of revealed Religion that 
the Engliſh Language affords. 

The Sermons which at the ſame Time he 


| ſet himſelf to compoſe were truly excellent 


and original. His Faculties were now in their 
full-Vigour, and he had an Audience to ſpeak 


before that rendered the utmoſt Exertioa of 
68 | them 
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them neceſſary. He did not however "ITY to. 


gratify the higher Part by amuſing them with 


refined Speculations or ingenious Eſſays, unin- 


telligible to the lower Part, and unprofitable to 


both; but he laid before them all, with equal 
Freedom and Plainneſs, the great Chriſtian 
Duties belonging to their reſpective Stations, 
and reproved the Follies and Vices of every 
Rank amongſt them without Diſtinction or 


Palliation. He ſtudied human Nature tho- 


roughly in all its various Forms, and knew 
what Sort of Arguments would have moſt 
Weight with each Claſs of Men. He brought 
the Subject home to their Boſoms, and did not 
ſeem to be merely ſaying uſeful Things in their 
Preſence, but addreſſing himſelf perſonally to 
every one of them. Few ever poſſeſſed, in a 


higher Degree, the rare Talent of touching on 


the moſt delicate Subjects with the niceſt Pro- 
priety and Decorum, of ſaying the moſt familiar 
Things without being low, the plaineſt without 


being feeble, the boldeſt without giving Of- 


fence. He could deſcend with ſuch ſingular 
Eaſe and Felicity into the minuteſt Concerns of 
common Life, could lay open, with ſo much 
Addreſs, the various Workings, Artifices, 


and Evaſions of the human Mind; that his 


; Audience 


teriſtie Doctrines of the Goſpel. He inculcated 
the Utility, the Neceſſity of them, not merely 
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Audience often thought their. own particular 
Caſes alluded to, and heard with Surprize their 
private Sentiments and Feelings, their Ways of 
reaſoning and Principles of acting, exactly 
ſtated and deſcribed. His Preaching was, at 
the ſame Time, highly rational, and truly 
evangelical. He explained with Perſpicuity, 
he aſſerted with Dignity, the peculiar charac- 


as ſpeculative Truths, but as actual Inſtruments 
of moral Goodneſs, tending to purify the 
Hearts, and regulate the Lives of Men; and 
thus, by God's gracious Appointment, as well 
as by the inſeparable Connection betwixt true 


Faith and right Prone, _— them to 
Salvation. 


Theſe en Truths "i taught with hs | 
Authority, the Tenderneſs, the Familiarity, 


of a Parent inſtructing his Children. Though, 


he neither poſſeſſed nor affected the artificial 
Eloquence of an Orator who wants only to 


- amuſe or to miſlead, yet he had that of an 


honeſt Man who wants to convince, of a 
Chriſtian Preacher who wants to reform and 
to ſave, thoſe that hear him, Solid Argument, 


Manly Senſe, uſeful Directions, ſhort, nervous, 


C 3 - —_ 


xii Life of Archbiſhop SER ER. 


ſtriking Sentences, awakening Queſtions, fre- 
quent and pertinent Applications of Scripture ; 
all theſe following each other in quick Sacceſ- 
ſion, and coming evidently from the Speaker's 


Heart; enforced by his Elocution, his F igure, 


his Action, and above all by the correſponding 
ganctity of his Example, ſtamped Conviction 
on the Minds of his Hearers, and ſent them 
Home with Impreſſions not eaſy to be effaced. 
it will readily be imagined that with theſe 


Powers he quickly became one of the moſt 
_ admired and popular Preachers of his Time. 


And though it is not to be expected that his 


Sermons will now afford the ſame Pleaſure, 


or produce the fame Effects, in the Cloſet, 
that they did from the Pulpit, accompanied as 
they then were with all the Advantages of his 
Delivery ; yet it will plainly appear, that the 
Applauſe they met with was founded no leſs 
on the Matter they contained, than the Man- 
ner in which they were ſpoken. | 

On the Death of Archbiſhop Ware, Dr. 
PoTTER was appointed to ſucceed him in the 
See of Canterbury, and that of Oxford was 
offered to Dr. Seek ER, who at firſt declined it. 
But at the earneſt Requeſt of Biſhop SHERLOCK: 


Who was deſirous to obtain the Biſhopric of 
| Briſtol 
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Briftol for his Brother- in- law Dr. Goock, he 
was at Length prevailed on to accept the Pro- 
poſal, and was confirmed Biſhop of Oxford in 
the Month of May 1737. Towards the End. 
of the ſame Year died Queen CARroLINnE, and 
the Sunday following Biſhop SzcxeR preached 
a Sermon on that Occaſion, at Se. Fames's 
Church, which the Princeſſes defired to ſee, 
and ſhowed it ta the King, who read it. It 
was afterwards publiſhed in the Second Volume 
of his Occaſional Sermons, which appeared in his 
Life-time. 85 
When the unfortunate Breach ene be- 
twixt the late King and the Prince of Wales, 
his Royal Highneſs having removed to Norfolł- 
Houſe, which is in the Pariſh of St. Femes's, at- 
tended Divine Service conſtantly in that Church. 
The firſt Time he came there, the Clerk in 
Orders, Mr. Box NEVY, inadvertently begun 
Prayers with his uſual Sentence of Scripture, 
J will ariſe and go to my Father, &c. This: 
quickly became the Subje& of much Converſa- 
tion; and an Addition was made to it, that 
the Rector preached on the Fifth Command- 
ment, Honour thy Father and thy Mother, &c. 
which was ſo poſitively aſſerted, that Biſhop 
SALES could only defend him, by ſaying 
C4 that 
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that he muſt certainly have been in a Courſe of 
Sermons on the Commandments, and therefore 
could not help preaching upon that particular 
one in its Turn. But the Truth was, he 
preached on a quite different Text, The Lord 


it good to all, &c. and the whole Sermon was 


on that Subject. The Prince was pleaſed to 
ſhew his Lordſhip ſeveral Marks of Civility 
and Condeſcenfion. He had the Honour of bap- 
tizing all his Highneſs's Children, except two; 
and though he did not attend his Court, which 
was forbidden to all thoſe who went to the 
King's, yet on every proper Occaſion he be- 


haved with all the Submiſſion and Reſpect due 


to his illuſtrious Rank. In Conſequence of 
this, his Influence with the Prince being ſup- 
poſed much greater than it really was, he was 
ſent, by the King's Direction, with a Meſſage 
to his Royal Highneſs ; which not producing 


the Effects expected from it, he had the Miſ- 


fortune to incur his Majeſty's Diſpleaſure; who 
had been unhappily perſuaded to think that he 
might have done more with the Prince than he 
did, though indeed he could not.—For this 
Reaſon, and becauſe he ſometimes acted with 


_ thoſe who oppoſed the Court, the King did not 


ſpeak to him for a great N umber of Years. 
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In February 1742-3 a Bill was brought into 
Parliament to take off the high Duties on 
ſpirituous Liquors, and to lay on others much 
lower in their Room. As this Alteration was 
thought likely to have a moſt pernicious Effect 
on the Health and Morals of the Common Peo- 

ple, it met with a vigorcus Oppoſition in the 
Houſe of Lords, eſpecially from the Bench of 
Biſhops, all of whom voted, and feveral ſpoke, 
againſt it. Amongſt the latter were Biſhop 
SHERLOCK and Biſhop SECKER : And when 
it paſſed, the Biſhop of Oxford entered his 
Diſſent. Mr. SAN Ds was then Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and this was conſidered as his 
Bill ; yet ſoon after, on the Death of Biſhop 
Hovcn, he very generouſly endeavoured, with- 
out Dr. SEcxxzR's Knowledge, to obtain for 
him the See of Worcgſter. It was in the Courſe 
of the ſame Year that his Lordſhip received 
a Letter from Dr. WisHART, Provoſt of Edin- 
 burgh College, recommending to him his Bro- 
ther and Mr. WALLACE, Deputies from the 
eſtabliſhed Clergy of Scotland, to promote a 
Bill in Parliament for providing a Maintenance . 
for their Widows and Children, which many 
of them imagined the- Biſhops would oppoſe. 
Dr. SECxER paid them all the Civility, and 
did 
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did them all the Service he could. None of 
the Bench oppoſed their Bill either publicly or 
privately, and it was moved for by a Biſhop at 
each of its three Readings in the Houſe of 
Lords. F 
About the M iddle of October, in the fol- 
1 lowing Year, died Saran, Ducheſs Dowager 
of Marlborough. She was buried at Blenbeim, 
| by Biſhop SECKER, whom ſhe had appointed 
one of her Executors. For this Choice ſhe could 
have no other Reaſon than the high Opinion 
the entertained in common with the reſt of the 
World, of his Underſtanding and Integrity 
for he never paid the leaſt Court to her, either 
by private Adulation, or by accommodating his 
public Conduct to her Grace's political Senti- 
ments. On his being made Biſhop of Oxrorn, 
ſhe paid him ſome common Civilities of Neigh - 
bourhood, and deſired, by Lord CorxnBuRy, to 
ſe him. When he had viſited her a few Times, 
ſhe requeſted him to be one of her Executors, | 
and read to him the Clauſe in her Will relat- 
ing to them, in which ſhe had given each of 
them J. 2000, and indemnified them from any 
Miſtakes which they might honeſtly make. 
Before he gave his Conſent, he conſulted Lord. 
Chancellor HaRDwicke upon it, who adviſed 
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him to accept the Truſt. After this he viſited 
her Grace occafionally every Winter. She 
never aſked him any Queſtions, nor gave him 
any Hints, about the paſt or fature Diſpoſal of 
his Vote in Parliament. He always ſpoke his 

Mind to her very freely, how much ſoever it 
' differed from hers, and ſhe bore it, for the moſt 
Part, patiently, He blamed her for leaving 
ſo much of her Eſtate to Perſons not related 
to her, and particularly for giving any Thing 
to himſelf, who, he told her, was as rich as 
her Grace. Theſe Remonſtrances ſhe did not 
ſeem to take well, and never ſaid any Thing 
more to him about her Will. He therefore 
concluded that ſhe had ſtruck him out from 
being one of her Executors, but it proved. 
otherwiſe. She gave each of them an addi- 
tional J. 500. None of her Money ever came 
into his Lordſhips Hands to be diſpoſed of by 
him in her Life-time. But he had good Rea- 
ſon to think that ſhe gave away largs Sums in 
Charity, to the amount of ſeveral Thouſands 
every Year. 

Some Time before this, the Nation began to 
be alarmed with the Appearances of a Rebellion. 
About the middle of February, 1743-4» the 
King ſent a Meſſage to both Houſes of Par- 


liament, 
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liament, acquainting them, that the Pretender's 
Son was meditating an Invaſion: of this King- 
dom from the Coaſt of France. The Biſhop 
of OxrorD took the earlieſt Opportunity, after 
this Declaration, of ſignalizing his Affection to 
the Government, and exciting that of. others, 
by compoſing a Sermon on the Occaſion, which 
he preached at Sz. Fames's Church the 26th of 

the fame Month. A Motion was ſoon after 
made in the Houſe of Lords to attaint the Pre- 
tender's Son. It met with ſome Oppoſition, 
but was ſtrenuouſly ſupported by the Friends of 
the Conſtitution, and amongſt others by Biſhop. 
 SECKER, who made a ſpirited extempore 
Speech in its Favour. When the Rebellion 
actually broke out in September, 1745, he ſent 
immediately a circular Letter upon it to his 
Clergy, and drew up and promoted an Addreſs. 
from them to the King. On his Return to 
London in October, he preached the abovemen- 
tioned Sermon again at his Church and both his 
Chapels, with ſome Alterations and Improve- 
ments, and leaving it to be printed, went down 
to a County Meeting at Oxford, and back again 
in a few Days to Sr. James's, when he preſented 
his Sermon to the King. It was much read 
and admired, and has been ranked, by the beſt 
: Judges, 
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Judges, amon gſt the Firſt of the many excel- 
lent Ones which were publiſhed on that Occa- 
fion. * 

In the Spring of the Year 1748 Mrs. — 
died of the Gout in her Stomach. She was a 

Woman of great Senſe and Merit, but of a 
very weak and ſickly Conſtitution. They had 
been married upwards of twenty Vears, during 
the greateſt Part of which Time, her extreme 

bad State of Health and Spirits had put his 
Affection to the ſevereſt Trials; by which, 
inſtead of being leſſened, it ſeemed to become 
ſtronger every Day. He attended her in all 
her long Illneſſes with the greateſt Care and 
Tenderneſs, and was always ready to break off 
any Engagement, any Study, provided his 
Company could procure her a Moment s Eaſe 
or Chearfulneſs. | 

Not long after this a Bill came into the Heal: 
of Lords, and afterwards paſſed into an Act, 
by which all Letters of Orders to Scotch Epil- 
copal Miniſters, not granted by. a Biſhop of the 
Church of England or Ireland, were diſallowed. 
from Michaelmas, 1748, whether. dated before 
that Time or after. . This the Biſhop of Ox- 


elt is now in the Volume of Sermons printed by himſelf 
when Biſhop of Oxford, in 1 758. 
Ford 
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ford thought a great Hardſhip, and ſpoke 
largely againſt it in the Houſe; He was an- 
ſwered, but with much Civility and Reſpect, by 
Lord Chancellor HARDWICEkE, who favoured 
the Bill. In the Committee however the Ma- 
jority were againſt it, of which all the Biſhops | 
preſent made Part. Biſhop Thoms, of 
Lincoln, alſo ſpoke againſt it upon the Report. 
But there they were outvoted. Dr. WisHART, 
the Provoſt of Edinburgh College, told his 
Lordſhip afterwards, that he thought the Bill 
was too hard on the Epiſcopal Miniſters, ang 
that the Biſhops had done right. | 
The Part which Dr. SzcxER took in this 
Affair did him not the leaſt Diſſervice with his 
Friend the Lord Chancellor, whoſe Sentiments 
he oppoſed ; and who. a little before had made a 
Propoſal to him, that if the Deanery of St. Pauls 
became vacant, he ſhould take it in Exchange 
for the Rectory of St. James's, and the Pre- 
bend of Durbem. The Biſhop accepted the 
Offer, but told his Lordſhip he ſhould not 
him of it, which he never did. Not- 
withſtanding that, about two Years afterwards, 
on the Nomination of Dr. BuTLEs, Dean 
of St. Paul's, to the See of Durhany Lord 
Hair CKE immediately wrote to the Duke of 
vo 
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Newcafth, who was then at Hanover with 
the King, recommending the Biſhop of Oxford 
for- the Deanery. His Majeſty conſented, 
and he was inſtalled in December, 17 v0. 

It was no Wonder that after preſiding over 
ſo extenſive and populous a Pariſh for upwards | 
of Seventeen Years, Biſhop SEER ſhould 
_ willingly conſent to be releaſed from a Burthen, 
which began now to grow too great for his 

Strength. Some of his Pariſhioners too had 
requited him but ill for the Pains he fincerely 
took to ſerve them in all Reſpects. But far 
the largeſt and moſt creditable Part of them 
were duly ſenſible of what they owed: to him; 
and moſt deeply regretted thg Loſs of a Paſtor, 
whoſe Character they reverenced, and by whoſe 
Labours and Inſtructions . they had ſo greatly 
profited. When he preached his Farewell Ser- 
mon, the whole Audience melted” into Tears. 
He was followed with the Prayers and good 
Wiſhes of thoſe whom every honeſt Man would 
be moſt ambitious to pleaſe ; and there are 
Numbers ſtill living, who retain a ſtrong and 
' grateful Remembrance of his inceſſant 2 
tender Solicitude for their Welfare. 

Having rfow more Leiſure both to — 
his own Studies, and to encourage thoſe of 


3 1 others, 
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others, he gave Dr. CHURcH conſiderablõ 
Aſſiſtance, in his fir/# and ſecond Vindication of 
the miraculous Powers, &c. againſt Dr. MiDDLE- 
TON, which were publiſhed in the Years 1750 
and 1751; and he was of equal Uſe to him in 
his Analyſis of Lord BoLiNGBROKE's Works, 
which appeated a few Years afterwards. About 
the fame Time began the hte Archdeacon 
SHARP's Controverſy with the Followers of Mr. 
HuTcninsoNn, which was carried on to the End 
of the Year 1755. The Subjects of it were, 
the Meaning of the Words Elohim and Berith, 
the Antiquity of the Hebrew Language and 
Character, the Expoſition of the Word Cheru- 
im. Theſe Pieces made together three Volumes 
in Octavo. Biſhop SECKER read over all. Dr. 
Suakr's Papers before they went to the Preſs, 
and corrected and improved them throughout. 
But the Eaſe which this late Change of Situ- 
ation gave him was very ſoon diſturbed by a 
heavy and unexpected Stroke, the Loſs of his 
three Friends, Biſhops BuTLER, BENSON, and 
BERKELEY, who were all cut off within the 
Space of one Year. Of theſe eminent Men 
who were thus joined in Death, as they had 
been throughout Life, and with whom Biſhop 
SECKER Was moſt intimately connected from. 


his 
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his eatlieſt Years; two are ſo well known to 
the World by their immortal Writings, and 
the juſt Applauſe of contemporary Authors, 
that they need no other Memorial. But the 
Name of BENsOoN, being written only on the 
Hearts of thoſe that knew him, deſerves ſome 
further Notice in this Place. 

* He was educated at the Charter-hbouſe, 5 
removed from thenee to Chriſt Church in Ox- 
Ford; where he had ſeveral noble Pupils, whoſe 

_ Friendſhip and Veneration for him continued to 
the End of Life. His favourite Study in early 
Years was the Mathematics, in which he was 
well ſkilled; and had alſo an excellent Taſte for 
Painting. Architecture, and the other fine Arts. 
He accompanied the late Earl of PoMFRET-. in 
his Travels, and in Italy beeame acquainted 
with Mr. BERRELEV, as he did at Paris with 
Mr. SxekER. He was, from his Youth to his 
lateſt Age, the Delight of all who knew him. 
-His Manner and Behaviour were the Reſult of 
great natural Humanity, poliſhed by a thorough = 
Knowledge of the World, and the moſt per- 
fect good Breeding, mixed with a Dignity, 
which, on Occaſions that called for it, no one 


* This Account of Biſhop Bensonx is given in the Words of 
a Perſon who knew him well, and to whom this Narrative is 
indebted for a few other Communications of the ſame Nature, 
Vor. J. d more 
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more properly ſupported. His Piety, though 


awefully ſtrict, was inexpreſſibly amiable. It 


diffuſed ſuch a Sweetneſs through his Temper, 


and ſuch a Benevolence over his Countenance, 
as none who were acquainted with him can 
ever forget. Bad Nerves, bad Health, and 
naturally bad Spirits were ſo totally ſubdued 
by it, that he not only ſeemed, but in Reality 


was, the happieſt of Men. He looked upon 


all that the World calls important, its Plea- 
ſures, its Riches, its various Competitions, 


with a playful and good-humoured Kind of 


Contempt; and could make Perſons aſhamed 
of their Follies, by a Raillery that never gave 


Pain to any human Being. Of Vice he always 
ſpoke with Severity and Deteſtation, but looked 
on the vicious with the Tenderneſs of a pity- 
ing Angel. His Turn was highly ſociable, and 


his Acquaintance very extenſive. Wherever he 


went, he carried Chearfulneſs and Improvement 


along with him. As Nothing but the Intereſts 
of Chriſtianity and Virtue ſeemed conſiderable 
enough to give him any laſting Anxiety; ſo, on 
the other Hand, there was no Incident ſo trifling 


from which he could not raiſe Amuſement and 
Mirth. 


Tt was much againſt his Will that he was 
: ee 


14% of eie ee NK 
appointed Biſhop of Glouceſter, and from that 


See he would never remove. He was however 
a vigilant and active Prelate. He revived the 
very uſeful Inſtitution of rural Deans, he aug- 
mented ſeveral Livings, he beautified the Church, 
and greatly improved the Palace. It was an 
Act of Kindneſs to his Friend which coſt him 
his Life. At the Requeſt of Dr. Szcxtr he 
went from Glouceſter to Bath to viſit Biſhop 
Bur IRR, who lay ill at that Place, and he found 
him almoſt at the Point of Death. After one 
Day's Stay there, he was obliged to go to the 
northern Extremity of his Dioceſe, to confirm. 
The Fatigue of theſe Journies, (for, aecording 
to his conſtant Practice, he travelled on Horſe- 
back) and his Buſineſs together, produced an 
Inflammation, and that a Mortification, in his 
Bowels, of which he died. The Biſhop of 
Oxford was appointed one of his Executors, 
with a Legacy of /. ys: which he . to 
take. 

In the Beginning of the Vear 17 53. a Bill 
for the Naturalization of the Fews, commonly 
called the Jew Bill, had paſſed both Houſes 
of Parliament with little or no Oppoſition. 
But a great Clamour being raiſed againſt it 
without Doors, it was thought adviſeable. that 

d2 ä 
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the Duke of Newcaſtle ſhould move for the 
Repeal of it, on the firſt Day of the Seſſion in 
the next Winter. And he deſiring to be 
ſeconded by a Biſhop, Dr. SEcCKER was fixed 
on for that Purpoſe. He accordingly roſe up 
after the Duke, and made a Speech, which had 
the good Fortune to be remarkably well re- 
ceived ; though Lord Weſtmoreland ſaid, that 
for ſome Time he thought the Biſhop had 
been ſpeaking againſt the Repeal, having 
advanced more in Favour of the Bill than he 


had ever heard before. He ſpoke afterwards 


for a Clauſe to diſable Jews from being Pa- 


trons. of Livings, which ſome thought they 
might; but the Deſire of the Houſe for the 
ſimple Repeal prevailed, and he was adviſed 


mot to divide it on the Clauſe. On this Occa- 


fion it was that he vindicated his Friend Dr. 
SHERLOCK, With great Spirit, againſt ſome 


ſevere Attacks made upon him by a noble Lord 
in Relation to this Bill; for which generous 
-Proceeding he had the Biſhop's Thanks. 


During the whole Time that he was Dean of 


St. Paul's, he attended Divine Service conſtantly 
in that Cathedral twice every Day, whether 
in Reſidence or not; and, in Concert with the 


other three Reſidentiaries, eſtabliſhed the Cuſ- 
tom 


Lyfe of Archbiſhop 8 EMK ER. xxxvii 
tom of always preaching their on Turns in the 
Afternoon, or exchanging with each other 
only ; which, excepting the Caſe of Illneſs, or 
extraordinary Accidents, was very punctually 
obſerved. The Fund,appropriated to the Repairs 
of the Church, having by Negle& and wrong 
Management fallen into much Confuſion, he 
took great Pains in examining the Accounts, 
reducing Payments, making a proper Diviſion 
of Expence betwixt the Dean and Chapter on 
one Side, and the three Truſtees on the other, 
and prevailing on the latter to agree to that 
Diviſion; by which Means the Fund was put | 
on ſuch a Footing, that it encreaſed afterwards | 
conſiderably, and promiſed to be ſufficient for 
the Purpoſes it was deſigned to anſwer. In the 
following Year he was engaged in another very 
troubleſome Tranſaction, making an Agreement 
with the Inhabitants of Sr. Faith's Pariſh, con- 
cerning their Share of St. Paul's Church-yard, 
And he left behind him a great Number 'of 
Papers relative to both theſe Points. He pro- 
cured the old Writings of the Church to be put 
in Order, and an Index made to them. He 
collated a Copy of the old Statute-Book, as it is 
called, with that which is uſed as the Original, 


and corrected a Multitude of Miſtakes in that 
d 3. Tranſcript. 
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Xxxviii Lie of Arcbbiſbop SECKER. 
Tranſcript." He examined alſo the Regiſters 
and Books in the Chapter-Houſe, extracted out 
of them what ſeemed material, and left the 
Extracts in the Hands of his Succeflor. | 
In the Summer Months he reſided conſtantly 
at his Epiſcopal Houſe at Cudde/den. The 
Vicinity of that Place to the Univerſity of 
Oxford, and the natural Connection which his 
Station gave him with the Members of that 
learned Body, could not but be very pleaſing 
to a Man of his literary Turn. Yet his Situ- 
ation, agreeable and honourable as it was to 
him, had notwithſtanding its Difficulties. To 
appear with any conſiderable Degree of Credit 
amongſt fo many Men of the firſt Eminence 
for Genius and Erudition, and to preſerve the 
Reverence due to the Character of a Dioceſan, 


amidſt ſuch violent Party- diſſenſions as at that 


Time unhappily prevailed there, required no 
ſmall Share of Ability and Prudence. Dr. 
SECKER however had the good Fortune to 
ſucceed in both thoſe Points. His Houſe was 
the Reſort of thoſe who were moſt diſtinguiſhed 
for academical Merit, and his Converſation ſuch 
as was worthy of his Gueſts, who always left 
him with a high Eſteem of his Underſtanding 

and Learning. And though in the-warm Cone 

op} teſt 


„% - & 


Life of Archbiſhop SECKER. xXxxix 
teſt in 1754, for Repreſentatives of the County, 
(in which it was ſcarce poſſible for any Perſon of 
Eminence to remain neuter) he openly eſpouſed. 
that Side which was thought moſt favourable 
to the Principles of the Revolution ; yet it was. 
without Bitterneſs or Vehemence, without ever 
departing from the Decency of his Profeſſion, 
the Dignity of his Station, or the Charity 
preſcribed by his Religion, On the contrary, 
along with the trueſt Affection to the Govern- 
ment, (though he was then under the Diſ- 
pleaſure of the Court) he preſerved at the ſame 
Time ſo much good Temper and good Will 
towards the oppoſite Party; took ſuch un- 
wearied Pains to ſoften the violent Prejudices 
conceived againſt them by the Adminiſtration ; 
and ſhewed on all proper Occaſions ſo cordial 
and friendly a Concern for the Welfare and 
| Honour of the whole Univerſity ; that they, who 
moſt diſliked his political Tenets, could not 
help acknowledging his Candour and Mode- 
ration, The fame prudent Condu& in this 
Reſpect which he obſerved himſelf, he recom- 
mended to his Clergy.in that memorable Paſlage 
towards the Concluſion of his fifth Charge, * 
which ſtruck the Hearers by its Novelty and 
0 
d 4 . Pro- 


xl Life Arcbbiſtop 8 Re RRR. 
Propriety at the Time in a very remarkable 
Manner, and is well worthy the ſerious Peruſal 
of all who happen to be in fimilar Circum- 
ſtances. Indeed the whole Series of thoſe 
excellent Charges, which he delivered in the 
| Courſe of his governing that Dioceſe, were 
liſtened to by a very learned and critical 
Audience with peculiar Marks of Attention 
and Regard. The firſt of them, which contains 
Directions for regulating the Studies, the Tem- 
per, and general Conduct of the Clergy, was 
printed ſoon after it was ſpoken, and paſſed 
through ſeveral Editions. Having in this con- 
fidered them as Miniſters of the Goſpel at large, 
in his ſubſequent ones he proceeded to con- 
fider them as Miniſters of the ſeveral Pariſhes 
in which they officiated ; and deſcended to 
more particular Directions, both with Regard 
to the Diſcharge of their ſpiritual Functions, 
and alſo the Care of their Temporalties, their 
Incomes, Churches, Lands, and Houſes. 

But Words were not the only Perſuaſives he 
made uſe of. He enjoined no Duty, he im- 
poſed no Burthen on thoſe under his Juriſdie- 
tion, which he had not formerly undergone, or 
was not ſtill ready, as far as it became him, to 
pndergo. He preached conſtantly in his 

5 * 
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Church at Cuddeſden every Sunday Morning, 
and read a Lecture on the Catechiſm in the 
Evening; (both which he continued to do in 
Lambeth Chapel after he became Archbiſhop;) 
and in every other Reſpect, within his own: 
proper Department, was himſelf that devout, 
diſcreet, diſintereſted, laborious, conſcientious 
Paſtor, which he wiſhed and exhorted every 
Clergyman in his Dioceſe to become. - 

A Conduct like this could not fail of attrach- 
ing the Notice and Eſteem of all thoſe who . 
wiſhed well to the Cauſe of Learning and Re- 
ligion, in whoſe Thoughts he had been long 
marked out for the higheſt Honours of his 
Profeſſion. He continued notwithſtanding in 
the See of Oxford upwards of twenty Years ; 
going on that whole Time in the ſame even 
Courſe of Duty, and enjoying with the higheſt 
Reliſh thoſe leiſure Hours, which his Retire- 
ment at Cruddeſden ſometimes afforded him, for 
the Proſecution of his favourite Studies. At 
Length however his diſtinguiſhed Merit pre- 
vailed over all the political Obſtacles to his 
Advancement ; and placed him, without any 
Efforts or Application of his own, in that im- 


portant Station which he had ſhewn himſelf 


0 well qualified to adorn. For within a very 
| „ 
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xlit Life of Archbiſhop SECKER. 
few Days after the Death of Archbiſhop HuT-: 
TON, he received a Meſſage from the Duke of 
Newcaſtle, acquainting him that his Grace had 
propoſed him to the'King for the vacant See 
of Canterbury. He returned the Duke a ſhort 


Note of Thanks, exprefling at the ſame Time 


his Wiſhes that his Majeſty might fix on a pro- 
perer Perſon: Soon after this his Grace deſired 


an Interview with the Biſhop, at which he in-. 


formed his Lordſhip that the King had appointed 
him Archbiſhop. This Promotion accordingly 
took Place, and he was confirmed at Bor- 
Church, April 21, 1758. 
In accepting this high and burthenſome sta- 
tion Dr. SECKER acted on that Principle which 
influenced him through Life ; he facrificed his 


| own Eaſe and Comfort to Conſiderations of pub- 


lic Utility. Apart from this, the mere ſecular 


Advantages of Grandeur were Objects below his 


Ambition ; were, as he knew and felt, but poor 
Compenſations for the Anxiety and Difficulties 


attending them. His Idea of theſe Things was 


always the fame with that which is expreſſed in 
his intended Speech to the Convocation of 1761; 
Non ſunt, experto credite, non ſunt tanti vel 
& honores vel reditus ampliſſimi Eccleſiaſticis 
& deſtinati, ut a quopiam.- enixè cupiantur, 


3 | Multum 
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e Multum habent ſolicitudinis, non parum 
« forſan invidiæ, veræ delectationis nihil, nifi 
60 quoties occurrit, occurrit autem raro, inſig- 
nis benefaciendi occaſio . Þ Theſe were 
not mere Words of Courſe ; they were the 
genuine Sentiments of his Heart; his whole 
Conduct bore Teſtimony to the Sincerity with 
which he ſpoke. He had never once through 
his whole Life aſked Preferment for himſelf; 
nor ſhewn any unbecoming Eagerneſs for it; 
and the Uſe he made of his newly acquired 
Dignity very clearly ſhewed, that Rank, and 
Wealth, and Power had in no other Light 
any Charms - for him, than as they enlarged 


the Sphere of his active and induſtrious Bene- 


volence. ; 
The firſt Thing that — his Attention 
was the Care of his new Dioceſe, which he 
immediately viſited. And finding that partly 
the real, and partly the preſumed, Unwhole- 
ſomeneſs of ſome Parts of it had deterred too 
many from living on their Benefices, he made 
this the firſt Article of his Charge, and preſſed 
the Neceſſity of Reſidence upon his Clergy, in 
the ſtrongeſt, yet moſt affectionate Terms . 


1 Oratio gynodalis, P . 368, 369. 
} Firſt Charge to the Dioceſe of Canterbury, P. 20210. 
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But whenever particular Circumſtances ren- 


dered the perſonal Preſence of the Miniſter him- 


ſelf clearly impracticable, he then earneſtly 


recommended peculiar Care in the Choice of a 
Subſtitute ; and ſo much Tenderneſs and Libe- 
rality in the Proviſion made for him as might be 
ſome Compenſation for the Unhealthineſs or 
Diſagreeableneſs of his Situation . Yet as 
this would, he knew, bear hard on ſome Incum- 
bents, whoſe ſmall Preferments, or narrow Cir- 
cumſtances, or numerous Families obliged 
them to obtain Help on as eaſy Terms as they 
well could ; in ſuch Caſes he frequently made 
an Addition himſelf to the Curate's Salary, and, 


as a ſtill further Encouragement, rewarded 


occaſionally with Preferment, thoſe who had 
reſided long upon their Cures, and performed 
their Duty well ; eſpecially in unwholeſome 
Places. ” Et 

In little more than two Years after his Grace's 
Promotion to the See of Canterbury, died the 
late King GeokGe the Second. Of what paſſed 
on that Occaſion, and of the Form obſerved 
in proclaiming our preſent moſt gracious Sove- 


reign, (in which the Archbiſhop of Courſe 


* Firſt Charge to the Dioceſe of Canterbury, p. 219—222. 
| took 
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took the Lead) his Grace has left an Account 
in Writing. He did the ſame with regard to 
the fubſequent Ceremonials of ' marrying and 
crowning their preſent Majeſties, which 'in 
Conſequence of his Station he had the Honour 
to ſolemnize, and in which he found a great 
Want of proper Precedents and Directions. 
He had before, when Rector of St. James 8, 
baptized the new King, (who was born in that 
Pariſh) and he was afterwards called upon to 
perform the ſame Office for the greateſt Part of 
his Majeſty's Children; — a remarkable, and per- 
haps unexampled, Coricurrence of ſuch Inci- 
dents in the Life of one Man. „ 
From the Time that he was made Dean of 
St. Paul's, his late Majeſty uſed to ſpeak to 
him at his Levee occaſtonally, but with no 
particular Marks of Diſtinction. But after he 
became Archbiſhop, the King treated him with 
much Kindneſs, and on one Occaſion was 
pleaſed to aſſure him very particularly, that he 
was perfectly ſatisfied with the Whole of his 
Condu in that Station. And ſurely his Ma- 
| jeſty, as well as all his People, had good Reaſon 
to be ſo. For never did any one ſupport the 
Rank, or diſcharge the various Duties, of a 
Metropolitan, with more true Dignity, Wiſdom, 
i and 
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xvi Tie of Archbiſhip 8 REX E R.. 
and Moderation, than Archbiſhop SECKER *. 


He conſidered himſelf as the natural Guardian, 
not only of that Church, over which he pre- 
fided, but of Learning, Virtue, and Religion 
at large; and, from the Eminence on which 
he was placed, looked round with a watchful 
Eye on every Thing that concerned them, em- 


bracing readily all fit Opportunities to promote 


their Intereſts, and oppoſing, as far as he Was 


able, all Attempts to injure them. 


Men of real Genius or extenſive Knowledge, 


he ſought out and encouraged. Even thoſe of 


-humbler Talents, provided their Induſtry was 
great, and their Intentions good, he treated 
with Kindneſs and Condeſcenſion. Both Sorts 
he would frequently employ in Undertakings 
ſuited to their reſpective Abilities, and rewarded 
them in Ways ſuited to their reſpective Wants. 
He aſſiſted them with Books, promoted Sub- 


Ecqua vero in parte ſpem noſtram fefellit ? imo vero exſu- 
peravit. Sine offenſione partium, ſine invidia, five ambitione, 
eccleſiæ principatum adeptus, fine arrogantia cum dignitate 
vera ſuſtinuit ; magni vir animi, & vere g, qui politiam 
eceleſiaſticam animo complectebatur, conſiliò dirigebat, auctori- 
tate tuebatur, exemplo ornabat; in negotiis impiger & indefeſſus, 
nihil a fe alienum putabat quod * — jura, :mores, 
famamque pertinebat; auctoritate ita uſus ut nihil pro libidine 
aut infolentia imperii affectaret, ſed omnia ad omoNopny comi- 
muneſque eccleſiæ utilitates referret. Jobannis Burton ad amicum 
. P. 14. Printed at Oxfard, in 1768, and ſold by 

ſeriptions 
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| ſcriptions to their Works, contributed largely 
to them himſelf, talked with them on their 
private Concerns, entered warmly into their 
| Intereſts, uſed his Credit for them with the 
Great, gave them Preferments of his own. 
He expended upwards of . 300, in arranging 
and improving the Manuſcript Library at Lam- 
beth. And having obſerved with Concern, that 
the Library of printed Books in that Palace 
had received no Acceffions ſince the Time of 
Archbiſhop TExnN1soN, he made it his Buſineſs 
to collect Books in all Languages from moſt 
Parts of Europe at a very great Expence, with a 
View of ſupplying that Chaſm; which he accord- 
ingly did, by leaving them to the Library at his 
Death, and thereby rendered that Collection one 
of the nobleſt and moſt uſeful in the Kingdom. 
All Deſigns and Inſtitutions that tended "to 
advance good Morals and. true Religion he 
patronized with Zeal and Generoſity. He 
contributed largely to the Maintenance of 
Schools for the Poor, to rebuilding or repair- 
ing Parſonage Houſes and Places of Worſhip, 
and gave at one Time no leſs than . 500 
towards erecting a Chapel in the Pariſh of Lam- 
beth, to which he afterwards added near £.100 
more. To the Society for promoting Chriſ- 
, a. 
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tian Knowledge he was a liberal Benefactof 
and to that for propagating the Goſpel in 
Foreign Parts, of which he was the Preſident; 
he paid much Attention ; was conſtant at all 
the Meetings of its Members, (even ſometimes 
when his Health would but ill permit it) and 
ſaperintended their Deliberations with con- 
ſummate Prudence and Temper. He was ſin- 

cerely deſirous to improve to the utmoſt that 
excellent Inſtitution, and to diffuſe the Knows 
ledge and Belief of Chriſtianity as wide as the 
Revenues of the Society, and the extreme 
Difficulty of eſtabliſhing Schools and Miſſions 


-amongſt the Indians, and of making any 


effectual and durable Impreſſions of Religion 
on their uncivilized Minds, would admit. But 
Dr. Mayutw, of Boſton in New-England, 


having in an angry Pamphlet accuſed the So- 


ciety of not ſufficiently anſwering theſe good 


Purpoſes, and of departing widely from . the 


Spitit of their Charter; with many injurious 


Reflections interſperſed on the Church of Eng- 
land, and the Deſign of appointing Biſhops in 
America; his Grace on all theſe Accounts 
thought himſelf called upon to confute his In- 
vectives, which he did in a ſhort anonymous 
. entitled, An — to Dr. MavnEwW. 


Oger 


$ » 
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Obſervations on the Charter and Conduct of the 
Society for propagating the Goſpel ; printed for 
RIVINGTON in 1764, and reprinted in Ame- 
rica. The Strength of Argument, as well as 
Fairneſs and good Temper, with which this 
Anſwer was written, had a conſiderable Effect 
on all impartial Men, and even on the Doctor 
himſelf, who plainly pereeived that he had 
no common Adverſary to deal with; and could 
not help acknowledging him to be a Perſon 
of excellent Senſe, and a happy Talent at 
„ writing; apparently free from the ſordid 
tc illiberal Spirit of Bigotry; one of a cool 
« Temper, who often ſhewed much Candour, 
e was well acquainted with the Affairs of the 
« Society, and in general a fair Reaſoner *. 
He was therefore ſo far wrought upon by his 
« worthy Anſwerer ,“ as to abate much in his 
Reply of his former Warmth and Acrimony. 
But as he ſtill would not allow himſelf to be 
« wrong in any material Point, 4” nor forbear 
giving Way too much to reproachful Language 
-and ludicrous Repreſentations, he was agaip 
animadverted upon by Mr. APTHORPE, in 2 
ſenſible Tract, entitled, AI Review of Dr. 


* MaYuaw's Remarks on an anonymous Trad, fc. P. 3. 
T Ibid, P. 85. 2 Ibid, P. 87. 
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Marnew's Remarks, &c. printed alſo "M 


RIviNGTON, in 1765. This put an End to 


the Diſpute. The Doctor on reading it declared 
he ſhould not anſwer it, and the * 
Vear he died. 


It appeared evidently in * Courſe of this 


Controverſy, that Dr. Maynew, and probably 
many other worthy Men amongſt. the Dz/en- 
ters both at home and abroad, had conceived 
very unreaſonable and groundleſs Jealouſies of 


the Church of England, and its Governors; and 


had in particular greatly miſunderſtood the 


Propoſal for appointing Biſhops in ſome of the 
Colonies. The chief Reaſons for deſiring an 
Eſtabliſhment of this Nature, were, the Want 


of Perſons veſted with proper Authority, to 
adminiſter to the Members of the Church of 
England the antient and uſeful Office of Con- 
firmation; to ſuperintend the Conduct of the 


epiſcopal Clergy; and to ſave Candidates for 


the Miniſtry the Trouble, Coſt, and Hazard of 


coming to England for Ordination. It was, 


alledged, that the Expence of croſſing the 
Atlantic for that Purpoſe could not be leſs than 
. 100. that near. a fifth Part of thoſe who 
took that Voyage had actually loſt their Lives ; 
and that, in Conſequence of theſe Diſcourage- 

| ments, 
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ments, one Half of the Churches in ſeveral 
Provinces were deſtitute of Clergymen. Com- 
mon Humanity, as well as common Juſtice, 

pleaded ſtrongly for a Remedy to theſe Evils ; 
and there appeared to be no other effectual 
Remedy but the Appointment of one or more 
| Biſhops in ſome of the epiſcopal Colonies. 
The Dangers and Inconveniences, which the 
' Difſenters ſeemed to apprehend from that 
Meaſure, were thought to be effectually guarded 
_ againſt by the Mode of Appointment which 
was propoſed. What that Mode was, may 
be ſeen in the following Extract from the Arch- 
biſhop's Anſwer to Dr. Maynew, in which 
he explains conciſely and clearly the only Plan 
for ſuch an Eſtabliſhment that was ever meant 
to be carried into Execution. 

* The Church of England is, in its Conſti- 
* tution, epifcopal. It is, in ſome of the 
« Plantations, confeſſedly the eftabliſhed 
« Church : in the reſt are many Congrega- 
ce tions adhering to it; and through the late 
« Extenſion of the Britjh Dominions, it is 
likely that there will be. more. All Members 
c of every Church are, according to the Prin- 
e ciples of Liberty, entitled to every Part of 


what they conceive to be the Benefits of it, 
| e 2 & entire 
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entire and complete, ſo far as conſiſts with tho 


Welfare of civil Government. Vet the 
Members of our Church in America do not 


thus enjoy its Benefits, having no Proteſtant 


Biſhop within three thouſand Miles of 
them; a Caſe which never had its Parallel 
before in the Chriſtian World. Therefore it is 
deſired that two or more Biſhops may be 
appointed for them, to reſide where his Ma- 
jeſty ſhall think moſt convenient ; that they 
may have no Concern in the leaſt with any 
Perſons who do not profeſs themſelves. to be 
of the Church of England, but may ordain 
Miniſters for ſuch as do ; may confirm their 
Children when brought to them at a fit Age 
for that Purpoſe ; and take ſuch Overſight of 
the epiſcopal Clergy, as the Biſhop of Lon- 


don's Commiſſaries in thoſe Parts have been 


empowered to take, and have taken without 
Offence. But it is not deſired in the leaſt 
that they ſhould hold Courts to try matri- 
monial or teſtamentary Cauſes; or be veſted 
with any Authority now exerciſed, either by 
provincial Governors, or ſubordinate Magiſ- 
trates ; or infringe or diminiſh any Privi- 
leges and Liberties, enjoyed by any of the 


* Laity, even.of our own Communion, This 


66 18 5 
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e js the real and the only Scheme that hath 
« been planned for Biſhops in America; and 
% whoever hath heard of any other, hath been 
« miſinformed through Miſtake or Deſign *. 
And as to the Place of their Reſidence, his 
Grace further declares, ** that it neither is, nor 
ever was intended or deſired to fix one in 
Neu-England; but epiſcopal Colonies * 
« always been propoſed |”. 

The Doctor on reading this Account con- 
feſſed , that if it were the true one, he had 
* been miſinformed himſelf, and knew of others 
«© who had been ſo in common with him; and 
that if ſuch a Scheme as this were carried into 
Execution, and only ſuch Conſequences were 
to follow, as the Propoſer had profeſſedly in 
View, he could not object againſt it, except 
« on the ſame Principle that he ſhould ob- 
« jet againſt the Church _ a in gene- 
& ral Sy”. ME 

As it came however 1 an unknown Wri- 
ter, he thought himſelf at Liberty to conſider 
it as Nothing more than the imaginary Scheme of 
a private Man, till it was confirmed by better 
Authority ||. It now appears to have come from 


the beſt Authority, and it is certain that this 

* Anſwer to MaxREw, P. 59. Ib. 66. I Remarks on 

an anonymous Trac, &c. P. 59. FIb. p. 79. ll Ib. P. 61. 
| E 3 Mode 
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Mode of eſtabliſhing Biſhops in America, was 
not invented merely. to ſerve a preſent 
TurnF”, being precifely the ſame with that 
propoſed by Biſhop BuTLER twenty Years 
ago*; and with that mentioned by his Grace, 
in his Letter to the Right Honourable Hor AT10 
WareoLz Eſquire, written when he was Bi- 
ſhop of Oxford, and publiſhed ſince his Death+ 
by his Executors, Mrs. CATHERINE TALBOT, 
and Dr. Danier BurToN; in which the 
whole Affair is ſet in a right Point of View, his 
own Sentiments upon it more fully explained, 
and an Anſwer given to the chief * 
againſt ſuch a Propoſal. 
It is not neceſſary to enter here into the 
Merits of this Queſtion. It is before the Pub- 
lic, and every one is enabled to judge for him- 
felf. But thus much, it is preſumed, may 
ſafely be inferred from the Account here given of 
it; (which is the true one ;) that the mere Pro- 
poſal of ſuch an Appointment, or rather the 
Encouragement of what had been long before 
propoſed, is not a Crime of quite ſo unpardon- 
able a Nature, as the Archbiſhop's Adverſaries 
have been pleaſed to repreſent it. Poſterity will 


$ Remarks oa an anonymous Trad, &c. P. 61. 
See ApTHORPE's Review of Dr. Marhrw's Remarks, P. 55. 
7 In the Year 1769 ; ; and fold "oY RIvIN GTO. 
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ſtand amazed, when they are told, that on this 


Account his Memory has been purſued in Pam 
phlets and News- papers with ſuch unrelenting 


Rancour, ſuch unexampled Wantonneſs of 


Abuſe, as he would ſcarce have deſerved, had 
he attempted to eradicate Chriſtianity out of 
America, and to introduce Mahometaniſm in its 
Room: whereas, the plain Truth is, that all 
he wiſhed for, was Nothing more than what the 
very beſt Friends to religious Freedom ever have 


withed for, a complateToleration for the Church 


of England in that Country. What an Idea 
muſt it give Mankind of his Grace's Character 
to have ſuch a Circumſtance ſingled out by his 
bittereſt Revilers as the moſt exceptionable Part 


of it! 


But though the Archbiſhop was a fincere and 
avowed Friend to that Meaſure, yet it was by 
no Means the only or the principal Object of his 


. Concern in Regard to the Colonies. The 


Advancement of true Piety and Learning, the 
Converſion of the Indians and Negroes, as far 


as it was practicable, the Eſtabliſhment of 


proper Schools, the Diſtribution of uſeful 
Books, the good Conduct of the Miſſionaries, 


the Preſervation of Peace and Harmony amongſt 


| the different religious Communities in thoſe 


e 4 | Parts 
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Parts of the Britiſh Empire; theſe Things had 
a very large Share in his Thoughts, and in the 
Correſpondence which he conſtantly kept up 
with a few of the ableſt and worthieſt Men in 
the American Provinces. The Letters which he 
wrote to them, on theſe and ſuch like Subjects, 
are highly expreſſive of his paſtoral Character; 
and repreſent in a very pleaſing Light his truly 
benevolent Diſpoſition, his Condeſcenſion to 
Perſons of the loweſt Station, his indefatigable 
Application to every Affair that came before 
him, his Zeal to promote the Intereſts of 
Religion in general, and the Church of Eng- 
land in particular; not by warm and violent 
Counſels, but by Methods of Tenderneſs and 
brotherly Kindneſs towards thoſe who embraced 
a different Intereſt. Of theſe Things the 
Americans will ever retain a grateful Remem- 
brance; and have, in their Letters to this 
Country, expreſſed their Senſe of his kind At- 
tention to them in the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
affectionate Terms. 
Whenever any Publications came to his 
Knowledge that were manifeſtly calculated to 
corrupt good Morals, or ſubvert the Founda- 
tions of Chriſtianity, he did his utmoſt to ſtop 
the Circulation of them: yet the wretched 
| Authors 
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Authors themſelves he was ſo far from with- 
ing to treat with any undue Rigour, that he 
has more than once extended his Bounty to 
them in Diſtreſs. And when their Writings 
could not properly be ſuppreſſed (as was too 
often the Caſe) by lawful Authority, he en- 
gaged Men of Abilities to anſwer them, and 
rewarded them for their Trouble. His Atten- 
tion was every where. Even the Falſhoods 
and Miſrepreſentations of Writers in the News- 
Papers on religious or eccleſiaſtical Subjects, he 
generally took Care to have contradicted; and 
when they ſeemed likely to injure in any material 
Degree the Cauſe of Virtue and Religion, or 
the Reputation of eminent and worthy Men, 
he would ſometimes take the Trouble of 
anſwering them himſelf. One Inſtance of this 
Kind, which does him Honour, and deſerves 
Mention, was his Defence of Biſhop BUTLER, 
who, in a Pamphlet, publiſhed in the Vear 
1767, was accuſed of having died a Papiſt. 
This ſtrange Slander, founded on the weakeſt 
Pretences and moſt trivial Circumſtances that 
can be imagined, no one was better qualified 
to confute than the Archbiſhop ; as well from 
his long and intimate Knowledge of Biſhop 
Bur LER, as from the Information given him 

| at 
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at the Time by thoſe who attended his Lord- 
Hip in his laſt Illneſs, and were with him when 
he died. Accordingly, by an Article in a 
 News-Paper, ſigned Miſopſeudes, his Grace 
challenged the Author of that Pamphlet to 
produce his Authority for what he had ad- 
vanced; and in a ſecond Article defended the 
Biſhop againſt him ; and in a third (all with the 
ſame Signature) confuted another Writer, who, 
under the Name of A real Proteſiant, ſtill 
maintained that ridiculous Calumny. His Anta- 
goniſts were effectually ſubdued, and his Supe- 
riority to them was publicly acknowledged by 
a ſenſible and candid Man, who ſigned him- 
ſelf, and who really was, A diſſenting Miniſter. 
Surely, it is a very unwiſe Piece of Policy, in 
thoſe who profeſs themſelves Enemies to 
Popery, to take ſo much Pains to bring the moſt 
reſpectable Names within its Pale; and to give 
it the Merit of having gained over thoſe who 
were the brighteſt Ornaments and firmeſt Sup- 
ports of the Proteſtant Cauſe. 

The Welfare, the Credit, the good In- 
fluence of the Clergy he had entirely at Heart, 
and ſuffered Nothing to eſcape his Notice, that 
could in any proper Way promote them. He 


earneſtly endeavoured to prevent unworthy Men 
„ from 
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from bringing Diſgrace on the Profeſſion and 
Contempt on Religion, by entering into Orders. 
With this View it was that he fo ſtrongly re- 
commended the greateſt Care and Caution in 
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figning Teſtimonials. They are,” ſays he *, 


the only ordinary Information that we have 
in a Caſe of the utmoſt Importance, where 
we have a Right to be informed. For no 
one can imagine, that we are to ordain who- 


ever comes, or depend on clandeſtine In- 


telligence. We muſt therefore, and do 
depend on regular Teſtimonials, every Part 
of which ought to be conſidered before it 
is given, and no Conſideration paid to Neigh- 
bourhood, Acquaintance, Friendſhip, Com- 
paſſion, Importunity, when they ſtand in 
Competition with Truth.—lt may be ſome- 
times hard for you to refuſe your Hand to im- 
proper Perſons; but it is only one of the many 


Hardſhips which Conſcience bids Men un- 


dergo reſolutely when they are called to them. 
It would be much harder, that your Biſhop 
ſhould be miſled, the Church of God injured, 
and the poor Wretch himſelf aſſiſted to in- 
vade ſacrilegiouſly an Office, at the Thought 


* Firſt Charge to the Dioceſe of Canterbury, P. 222. 
5 3 =_ 
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« of which he hath cauſe to tremble . If any 
fuch however had unhappily found Means to 
obtain Ordination, he did his utmoſt to prevent 
their further Progreſs; or if that could not be 
done, very openly ſignified his Diſlike of their 
Conduct; nor could he ever bring himſelf to 
treat them, however conſiderable their Rank 
might be, with any Marks of Eſteem or 
Reſpect. ; 

Men of Worth and Eminence in the Church 
he cheriſhed and befriended, and endeavoured 
to bring forward into Stations where they might 

be ſingularly uſeful. Above all he diſtinguiſhed, 
with peculiar Marks of his Favour, the con- 
ſcientious and diligent Pariſh Prieſt. He was 
of Opinion, that “the main Support of Piety 
© and Morals conſiſted in the parochial Labours 
« of the Clergy; and that, if this Country could 
« be preſerved from utter Profligateneſs and 
« Ruin, it muſt be by their Means +.” For 
their Aſſiſtance therefore in one important 
Branch of their Duty, he gave them in his 
third archiepiſcopal Charge Directions for 
writing and ſpeaking Sermons. The Thoughts 
of ſuch a Man, on ſo Nice and difficult a Subject, 


h 


t Firſt Charge to the Dioceſe of Canterbury, P. 226. 
+ Ibid, P. 239. 
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Life of Arcbbiſdop SECKER, 1x 
muſt naturally raiſe ſome Expectation, and that 
Expectation will not be diſappointed. They: 
are the evident Reſult of a ſound Judgment, 
matured by long Experience and a thorough 
Knowledge of Mankind, and are every Way 
worthy of one who was himſelf ſo great a 
Maſter of that Species of Compoſition and 


Elocution. It was his Purpoſe, after ſpeaking 


of ſtated Inſtructions, to have gone on to occa- 
ſional ones; but he did not live, as he himſelf 
foreboded he thould not, to accompliſh that 
Deſign. 

The Conduct which he obſerved want the 
ſeveral Diviſions and Denominations of Chriſ- 
tians in this Kingdom, was ſuch as ſhewed his 
Way of thinking to be truly liberal and catholic. 
The dangerous Spirit of Popery indeed, he 
thought, ſhould, always be kept under proper 
legal Reſtraints, on Account of its natural 
_. Oppoſition not only to the religious, but the 
civil Rights of Mankind. He therefore obſerved 
its Movements with Care, and exhorted his 
Clergy to do the fame, eſpecially thoſe who 
were fituated in the Midſt of Roman Catholic 
Families; againſt whoſe Influence they were 
charged to be upon their Guard, and were fur- 


niſhed with proper Books, or Inſtructions for 
1 that 
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bu Life of Archbjſhop Sr. 
that Purpoſe. He took all fit Opportunities 


of combating the Errors of the Church of 
Rome in his own Writings *; and the beſt An- 
ſwers, which were publiſhed to ſome of the 
late bold Apologies for Popery, were written 
at his Inſtance, and under his Direction. He 
had the good Fortune to preſerve ſome Perſons 


of Conſequence from embracing that Com- 


munion, and to receive ſeveral Converts from 


it, both of the Clergy and Laity, into the 
Church of England. When the Earl of Radnor 
moved in the Houſe of Lords for an Enquiry into 


the Number of Roman Catholics in this King- 
dom, his Grace was very active in forwarding 
that Meaſure. The Return for his own Dioceſe 


was no more than 271 ; that, for all the Dioceſes 


in England and Wales, did not exceed 68,000 ; 
which, even when all due Allowances are made 
for unavoidable Errors of Computation in great 
Towns, more eſpecially in London, fell far 
ſhort of what by ſome well-meaning Perſons 
they were ſuppoſed or repreſented to be +. 
= 0 And 


See particularly his Sermons on the Rebellion in 1745, on 
the Proteftant Working-Schools in Ireland, on the th of Vo- 
vember, and a great Number of occaſional Paſſages to the ſame 
Purpoſe, in various Parts of his Lectures, Sermons, and other 
Works. | 

+ Dr. Marazw affirms, that in the Year 1745 the Papiſts in 

| | London 
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And if we further reflect how many wealthy and 
noble Families in theſe Kingdoms have lately 
embraced the Proteſtant Religion, each of 
which would probably draw after it ſeveral 
bother Converts of inferior Rank, it will appear 
perhaps the better-grounded Conjecture of the 
two, (for it muſt at laſt be all Conjecture) 
that Popery is rather in a declining than a pro- 
greſſive State amongſt us. Certain at leaſt it is, 
that ſome late Events on the neighbouring Con- 
tinent have ſhaken this huge Fabric of Super- 
ſtition to its very Foundation. One of its 
grand Supports, the Society of Feſuits, is, in 
many Places, totally ſubverted ; and the Papal 
Power itſelf is every where falling into Con- 
tempt. One may therefore ſurely hope, that 
Abſurdities which viſibly loſe Ground even in 
the moſt bigotted Countries, will not ſtand 
much Chance of retrieving their Loſs in this 
enlightened one. | 
But though thus prudently jealous of this 
corrupt Church, towards his Proteſtant Bre- 
Londen only were 100, ooo, and that the People there were ſaid 
to be converted by hundreds and thouſands, if not ten thou- 
ſands every Year. — Remarks on an anonymous Trad, &c. P. 73. 
Had the good Doctor's Account been true, and theſe Conver- 
ſions gone on (as ſome have — encreaſing ever ſince, 


there would hardly have been a t left by this Time in 
the Metropolis. | | | | : 
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reh of all Perſuaſions he demeaned himſelf 


with great Mildneſs and Moderation. One 


very ſtriking Proof of this occurs in the Di- 
rections he gives his Clergy, with Regard to 


their Conduct towards thoſe who are com- 


monly diſtinguiſned by the Name of Me- 


thodiſts . It is impoſſible to read that Paſſage 
without acknowledging the Juſtneſs of it, and 
conceiving the higheſt Opinion of the Writer's 8 
Philanthropy and good Senſe. x 
With the Diſenters his Grace was "Is 


deſirous of cultivating a good Underſtanding. 


Though firmly attached to the Church of Exg- 
land, and ready on all proper Occaſions to 
defend its Diſcipline and Doctrines with be- 
coming Spirit ; yet it never inſpired him 


with any Deſire to oppreſs or aggrieve thoſe 
of a different Way of thinking, or to depart 


from the Principles of religious Liberty, by 
which he conſtantly regulated his own Con- 
duct ||}, and wiſhed that all others would 


regulate theirs. He conſidered the Proteſtant 


1 Second archiepiſcopal Charge, P. 280. 


1A ſtrong Confirmation of theſe Aſſertions may be ſeen in 


one of his Grace's Letters to Dr. LARDN ER, written when he 


was Biſhop of Oxford, and preſerved in the Memoirs of that 


learned Man, which have been * OY P. .98. ” 
Diſſenters 
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 Diffenters in general as a conſcientious and 
valuable Claſs of Men, and was far from tak+ 
ing the Spirit of certain Writings to be the 
Spirit of the whole Body. With ſome of 
the moſt eminent of them, WaTTs, Dop- 
DRIDGE, LELAND, CHANDLER, LARDNER, 
he maintained an Intercourſe of Friendſhip 
or Civility; by the moſt candid and con- 
_ ſiderate Part of them he was highly reverenced 
and eſteemed ; and to ſuch amongſt them as 
needed Help, ſhewed no lefs Kindneſs and Li- 
berality than to thoſe of his own Communion. 

Nor was his Concern for the Proteſtant 
Cauſe confined to his own Country, He was 
well known as the great Patron and Protector 
of it in various Parts of Europe; from whence 
he had frequent Applications for Aſſiſtance, 
which never failed of being favourably received. 
To ſeveral foreign Proteſtants he allowed Pen- 


ſions, to others he gave occaſional Relief, and 


to ſome of their Univerſities was an annual 


Benefactor. 
There is therefore the and Reaſon to be- 


lieve that he ſpoke the Language of his Heart, 


12 Relation to theſe Matters, in the Conclufion 


of his Anſwer to Dr. Mavyugw, which well 
a. 1. F deſerves 
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deſerves to be here laid at full — before 
the Reader. 
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« Our Inclination is to live in Friendlbip 
with all the Proteſtant Churches. We aſſiſt 
and protect thoſe on the Continent of Europe 
as well as we are able. We ſhew our Re- 
card to that of Scotland as often as we have 


an Opportunity, and believe the Members 


of it are ſenſible that we do. To thoſe who 
differ from us in this Part of the King- 
dom, we neither attempt nor wiſh any In- 


jury; and we ſhall gladly give Proofs to 
every Denomination. of Chriſtians in- our 
« Colonies, that we are Friends to a Tole- 


ration even of the moſt intolerant, as far as it 
is ſafe; and willing that all Mankind ſhould 
poſſeſs all the Advantages, religious and 
civil, which they can demand either in Law 
or Reaſon. But with thoſe who approach 
nearer to us in Faith and brotherly Love, 
we are deſirous to cultivate a freer Commu- 
nication, paſſing over all former Diſguſts, as 
we beg that they would. If we give them 
any ſeeming Cauſe of Complaint, we hope 
they will ſignify it in the moſt amicable 


Manner. If they publiſh it, we hope they 


will preſerve Fairneſs and Temper. If they 
fail 
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& fail in either we muſt bear it with Patience, 


ry 


« hut be. excuſed. from replying. If any 


te Writers on our Side have been leſs cool or 
te leſs civil than they ought and deſigned to 


tc. have been, we are ſorry for it; and .exhort 
« them to change their Style if they write 


tc again, F ollit is the Duty of all Men, how 


* much ſoever they differ in Opinion, to agree | 


„in mutual Good-will and kind Behaviour e. * 
This Paſſage Dr. MA RHE w himſelf allows 


to be written in ſuch a candid, ſenfible; and 
t&© charitable Way, as did the. Author great 
© Honour, ſhewed the amiable 8 pirit of Chriſ- 
46 tianity in an advantageous Light,“ and was 
worthy the Pen of a Metropolitan; *©* whoſe 
„ Chriſtian Moderation, he acknowledges to 
be © not the leaſt ſhining Part of his reſpect- 
able Character +.” And it may on the beſt 
Grounds be added, that Archbiſhop SecxeR 
in this Place not only expreſſed his own real 
Sentiments, but thoſe of the preſent truly bene- 
volent Primate, and of far the greateſt Part in 
every Rank of the Engliſb Clergy in general. 
In public Affairs his Grace ated the Part 
of an honeſt Citizen, and a worthy Member 


* Anſwer to Maynew, P. 68. | 
S MayHew's Remarks e on an anonymous pampllck P. 83. 


t Ibid, P. 86. | 
f 2 of 
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of the Hritiſb Legiſlature. From his very firſt 
Entrance into the Houſe of Peers, his par- 
ltiamentary Conduct was uniformly upright 
and noble. He kept equally clear from the 
two Extremes of factious Petulance and ſervile 
Dependance; never wantonly thwarting Admi- 
niſtration, from Motives of Party-Zeal, or 
private Pique, or perſonal Attachment, or a 
Paſſion for Popularity; nor yet going every 
Length with every Miniſter, from Views of 
Intereſt or Ambition. He admired and loved 
the Conſtitution of his Country, and wiſhed 
to preſerve it unaltered and unimpaired. So 
long as a due Regard to this was maintained, 
he thought it his Duty to ſupport the Meaſures 
of Government. But whenever they were 
_ evidently inconfiſtent with the public Welfare, 
he oppoſed them with Freedom and Firmneſs. 
Yet his Oppoſition was always tempered with 
the utmoſt Fidelity, Reſpect, and Decency, to 
the excellent Prince upon the Throne; and the 
moſt candid. Allowances for the unavoidable 
Errors and Infirmitics even of the very beſt Mi- 
niſters, and the peculiarly difficult Situation of 
thoſe who govern a free and high- ſpirited People. 
He ſeldom ſpoke in Parliament, except where 
the Intereſts of Religion and Virtue ſeemed to re- 
dure 
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quire it z but whenever he did, he ſpoke with Pro- 
priety and Strength, and was heard with Atten- 
tion and Deference. Though he never attached 
himſelf blindly to any one Set of Men, yet his 
chief political Connections were with the late 
Duke of NzwcasTLt, and Lord Chancellor 
Harpwicke. To theſe he principally owed 
his Advancement, and he had the good For- 
tune to live long enough to ſhew his Gratitude 
to them or their Deſcendants, particularly te 
the former of them : with whoſe Solicitations 
though he did not always think it neceſſary to 
comply, when that Nobleman was at the Head 
of Affairs; yet when he was out of Power, the 
Archbiſhop readily embraced every Opportunity 
of obliging him; and gave him ſo many ſolid and 
undeniable Proofs of Friendſhip, that the Duke 
always ſpoke of his Grace's Behaviour to him in 
the ſtrongeſt Terms of Approbation, and made 
particular Mention of it to ſome of his Friends 
but a very ſhort Time before his own Death. 

During more than ten Years that Dr, 
SECKER enjoyed the See of Canterbury, he 
reſided conſtantly at his archiepiſcopal Houſe 
at Lamheth ; as being not only moſt commo- 
diouſly ſituated for his own Studies and Em- 
3 but for all thoſe who on various 

f 3 = Occaſions . 
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Occaſions were continually obliged to have 
Recourſe to him. Theſe Reaſons weighed with 
him fo much, that no Conſideration, not even 
that of Health itſelf, could ever prevail upon 
him to quit that Place for any Length of Time. 
A few Months before his Death indeed, the 
dreadful Pains he felt had compelled him to 


think of trying the Bath Waters; but that 


Deſign was ſtopt by the fatal Accident which 
put an End to his Life. 
His Grace had been for many Years « fubjea to 
the Gout, which in the latter Part of his Life 
returned with more Frequency and Violence, and 
did not go off in a regular Manner, but leſt the 
Parts affected for a long Time very weak, and was 
ſucceeded by Pains in different Parts of the Body. 
About a Year and a half before he died, after 
2 Fit of the Gout, he was attacked with a Pain 
in the Arm near the Shoulder, which having 
continued about a Twelvemonth, a ſimilar Pain 
ſeized the upper and outer Part of the oppoſite 
Thigh, and the Arm ſoon became eaſier. This 
was much more grievous than the former, as 
it quickly diſabled him from walking, and 
kept him in almoſt continual Torment, except 
when he was in a reclined Poſition. During this 
Time he had two or three Fits of the Gout ; 


but 
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but neither the Gout nor Medicines alleviated 
theſe Pains, which, with the Want of Exerciſe, 
brought him into a general bad- Habit of Body. 


On Saturday the zoth of July, 1768, he was 


ſeized, as he ſat at Dinner, with a Sickneſs at 
his Stomach. He recovered himſelf before 
Night, but the next Evening, whilſt his Phy- 
ſicians were attending, and his Servants raiſing 


him on his Couch, he ſuddenly cried out that 


his Thigh-bone was broken. The Shock was 
ſo violent, that the Servants perceived the 
Couch to ſhake under him, and the Pain fo 
acute and unexpected, that it overcame the 
Firmneſs he ſo remarkably poſſeſſed. He lay 


for ſome Time in great Agonies, but when the 
Surgeons arrived, and diſcovered with Certainty 


that the Bone was broken, he was perfectly 


reſigned, and never afterwards aſked a Queſ- 


tion about the Event. A Fever ſoon enſued. 


On Tueſday he became lethargic, and con- 


tinued fo till aboyt Five o'Clock on Mednęſday 
Afternoon, „ expired with great Calm- 
neſs, in the 75th Year of his Age. 

On Examination, the Thigh- bone was found 
to be carious about four Inches in Length, 
and at nearly the ſame Diſtance from its 


Head. The Diſeaſe took its Riſe from the 
1 14 „„ internal 
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Ixzzit Lyfe of Archbiſhop SECKER, 
internal Part of the Bone, and had fo intirely | 
deſtroyed its Subſtance, that Nothing remained 
at the Part where it was broken but a Portion 
of its outward Integument. And even this 
had many Perforations, one of which was large 
enough to admit two Fingers, and was filled 
with a fungous Subſtance ariſing from within 
the Bone. There was no Appearance of Matter 
about the Caries, and the ſurrounding Parts 
were in a ſound State. It was apparent, that 
the Torture which his Grace underwent dur- 
| Ing the gradual Corrofion of this Bone, muſt 
ſhave been inexpreſſibly great. Out of Tender- 
neſs to his Family he ſeldom made any Com- 
plaints to them, but to his Phyſicians he fre- 
quently declared his Pains were ſo excruciating, 
that unleſs ſome Relief could be procured, he 
thought it would be impoſſible for human Na- 
ture to ſupport them long. Vet he bore them 
for upwards of fix Months with aftoniſh- 
ing Patience and Fortitude z fat up generally 
the greater Part of the Day, admitted his par- 
ticular Friends to ſee him, mixed with his 
Family at the uſual Hours, ſometimes with his 
uſual Chearfulneſs ; and, except ſome very flight 
Defe&s-of Memory, retzined all his Faculties 
and Senſes in their full Vigour till within a few 
Days of his Death, 

He 


He was buried, purſuant to his own Direc- 
tions, in a covered Paſſage, leading from a pri- 
vate Door of the Palace to the North Door of 


Lambeth Church; and he forbade any Monu- 


ment or Epitaph to be placed over him. 
By his Will he appointed the Reverend Dr. 
Daxier BuRToN, Canon of Chriſ Church, 


and Mrs. CATHERINE TALBOT above-men- 


tioned, his Executors ; and left thirteen thou- 
ſand Pounds, in the three per Cent. Annuities, 
to Dr. PoRrTrxus and Dr. STINToN, his 
| Chaplains, in Truſt ; to pay the Intereſt thereof 
to Mrs. TALBOT and her Daughter, during 
their joint Lives, or the Life of the Survivor; 


and after the Deceaſe of both thoſe Ladies, then 
| eleven thouſand of the faid thirteen thouſand 
are to be transferred to the followin 2 charitable 


Purpoſes; v2. 


To the Society for the Propaga- 

tion of the Goſpel in Foreign 
Parts, for the general U 5 of 
the Society 

To the ſame Society, towards the | 
Eſtabliſhment of a Biſhop or | 
| Biſhops in the King's Domi- 
nions in * — — 
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To the ociety for bree DR 


Chriſtian Knowledge - - 


To the Iriſb Proteſtant . 
Schools 2 * . ö 5 22 
To the Corporation for relieing} 
the Widows and Children of > 500 
the poor Clergy - = 
To the Society of the Stewards }- 
of the ſaid Charity 1 
To Bromiey College in Kent Foo 


To the Hoſpitals of the Arch-? 
biſhop of Canterbury, at Croy- | 
don, St. John at Canterbury, I 500 
and St. Nicholas H arbleds wn, | 
des ech = 

To St. George s and the Tanda 
Hoſpitals, and the Lying-in 
Hoſpital in nnn 
3 

To the Aſylum in the Pariſh 1 
Lambeth = 8 

To the Magdalen Ho Fial. 2 
Loc Hoſpital, the — 


I 500 


and Incculation Hoſpital, 900 


each of which his Grace was 
a Subſcriber, £. 300 each 
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7 14 
To the Incurables at St. Luke ww 
"Hoſpital = 590 
Towards repairing or rebuildin g 
the Houſes belonging to poor 
| Livings in the Dioceſe of Can- 
berlury 7 


Q 0 


2000 0 © 
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FA 11000 0 © 


Beſides theſe Benefactions, he left 7 . 1000 to 
be diſtributed amongſt his Servants; £.200 to 
ſuch indigent. Perſons as he had aſſiſted in his 
Life-time ; £; 5000 to the two Daughters of 
his Nephew Mr. FrosT ; £.500 to Mrs. 
SECKER, Widow of his Nephew Dr. GerorRGE 
SECKER ; and /. 200 to Dr. DANIEL Bu- 
rox. After the Payment of theſe and ſome 
other ſmaller Legacies, he left his real, and the 
Reſidue of his perſonal, Eſtate to his Nephew 
Mr. Thou As FROST, of Nottingham. 

Out of his private Library, he left to the 
archiepiſcopal one at Lambeth all ſuch Books 
as were not there before, which comprehended 
much the largeſt and moſt valuable Part of his 
own Collection; and a great Number of very 


learned MSS. written by himſelf on various 
Subjects, 
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Subjects, he bequeathed to the Manuſcript 
Library in the fame Palace. His Lectures on 
the Catechiſm, his Manuſcript Sermons, &e. 
he left to be reviſed and publiſhed by his two 
Chaplzins, Dr. Srix rox and Dr. PorTEevs.' 
His Options he gave to the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, the Biſhop of London, and the 
Bifhop of Vincbeſter, for the Time being, in 
Truſt; to be diſpoſed of by them (as they 
become vacant) to ſuch Perſons as they ſhall 
in their Confciences think it would have been 
moſt reaſonable and proper for him to have 
given them, had he been living. 

Such were the laſt Bequeſts of Archbiſhop 
SECKER; of which it is enough to ſay, that they 
kept up the noble Uniformity of his Character 
to the End, and formed a very proper Con- 
cluſion to the Life of a truly "Ou and good 
. 

His Grace was in his Perſon tall and come- 
ly; in the early Part of Life flender, and 
rather conſumptive, but as he advanced in 
Years, his Conſtitution gained Strength, and 
his Size encreafed, yet never to a Degree 
of Corpulency that was diſproportionate or 
troubleſome. 


The D Dignity of his 5 Form correſponded well 
| with 
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with the Greatneſs of his Mind, and in- 
ſpired at all Times Reſpect and Awe, but 
peculiarly ſo when he was engaged in any 
of the more ſolemn Functions of Religion; 
into which he entered with ſuch devout 
Earneſtneſs and Warmth, with fo juſt a 
Conſciouſneſs of the Place he was in, and 
the Buſineſs he was about, as ſeemed to 
raiſe him above himſelf, and added new Life 
and Spirit to the aaturel Gracefulneſs of his 
Appearance. . 

His Countenance was open, ingenuous, 
and expreſſive of every Thing right. It 
varied eafily with his Spirits and his Feel- 
ings; fo as to be a faithful Interpreter of 
his Mind, which was incapable of the leaſt 
Diſſimulation. It could ſpeak Dejection, and 
on Occaſion, Anger, very ſtrongly. But when 
it meant to ſhew Pleaſure or Approbation, it 

ſoftened into the moſt gracious Smile, and 
_ diffuſed over all his Features the moſt be- 

nevolent and reviving Complacency that can 

be imagined. 
Hie intellectual Abilities were of a much 
higher Claſs than they who never had any 
Opportunities of converſing intimately with 
him, and who form their Opinion of his 
4 ___ Talents 


Irxviti Life of Archbiſhop 8 x KER. 
Talents from the general Plainneſs of his 
Language only, will perhaps be willing to 
allow. He had à quick Apprehenſion, a 
clear Diſcernment; a ſound Judgment, a re- 
tentive Memory. He poſſeſſed that native 
good Senſe, which is the grand Maſter-key 
to every Art and Science, and makes a Man 
' ſkilful in Things he has never learnt, as ſoon 
as ever it becomes uſeful or neceſſary for him 
to know them. He compoſed-with great Eafe 
and Readineſs ; and in the early Part of his 
Life, the Letters which he wrote to ſome 
of his moſt intimate Friends, were full of 
Imagination, Vivacity, and - Elegance. But 
when he became a Pariſh-Prieſt, he found 
the Graces of Style inconſiſtent - with the 
Purpoſes of paſtoral Inſtruction; and willingly - 
ſacrificed the Reputation he might eaſily have 
acquired as a fine Writer, to the leſs ſhowy 
Qualifications of a uſeful one. From that 
Time he made it his principal Study to ſet 
every Thing he undertook to treat upon in 
the cleareſt Point of View; to bring his 
Thoughts and his Arguments as cloſe together, 
and to expreſs them in as few and as intelligible 
Words as poſſible; admitting none but what 
conveyed ſome new Idea, or were neceſſary 

1 to 
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to throw new Light on the Subject; and 
never waſting his own Time or that of 
others, by ſtepping out of his Way for need- 
leſs Embelliſhments. But though in general 
he thus confined himſelf to the ſevere Laws 
of didatic Compoſition, (in which indeed con- 
ſiſted his chief Excellence) yet he could be, 
where the Occaſion called for it, pathetic; 
animated, nervous; could riſe into that 
true Sublime, which conſiſts not in Pomp 
of Diction but Grandeur of Sentiment, ex- 
preſſed with Simplicity and Strength; of which 
his Sermons afford ſeveral admirable Specimens. 

It ſeldom happens that Men of a ſtudious 
Turn acquire any great Degree of Reputa- 
tion for their Knowledge of Buſineſs. That 
Love of Solitude and Contemplation which 
generally attends true Genius, and is ne- 
ceſſary for any conſiderable Exertion of it, 
gives at the fame Time a certain Indolence 
and Softneſs to the Mind, which equally in- 
diſpoſes and unfits it for taking a Part in the _ 
buſy Scenes of Life. But Dr. SEcKER's Ta- 
lents were formed no leſs for Action than 
Speculation; nor was he more embarraſſed 
with Difficulties in the moſt intricate Affairs, 
than in the deepeſt Studies. In all the ſe- 


veral 
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veral Stations that he paſſed through, he let 
Nothing ſuffer for ant of Attention and Care. 


Wherever his Advice and Aſſiſtance were called 


for, he never failed to be preſent, was ſcru- 
pulouſly punctual to his Appointments, ſnew- 
ed himſelf a perfect Maſter of the Buſineſs 
that came before him, and went through it 
with Calmneſs and Diſpatch. And it was 
very obſervable, that though in all important 
Tranſactions, no one had greater Ideas, or 
proceeded on more enlarged and liberal Prin- 
ciples; yet where it was neceſſary, he could 
take Notice of the ſmalleſt and ſeemingly 
moſt trifling Circumſtances, and enter into the 
minuteſt Details with a Penetration and Exact- 
neſs, which are ſeldom ſeen even in thoſe who 
are moſt practiſed in worldly Concerns. 
His Learning was very extenſive, and on 
| thoſe Points, which he ftudied with any 
Degree of Attention, N profound. He was 
well acquainted with the Greek and Latin 

Languages; had in the younger Part of his 
Life read with Taſte the beſt Authors an 
each; and of the latter more eſpecially had 
imbibed ſo ſtrong a Tincture, that when he 


was near ſeventy, after a Diſuſe of above. forty 
Years, he compoſed the Latin Speech printed 
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at the End of his Charges; the Style of Which 
is nervous, manly, and correct. | 
He poſſeſſed a large Share of critical Pene- 
tration, and ſcarce ever read any Book of Note 
without making Remarks upon it. Some of 
theſe till temairi amongſt his Manuferipts. 
Some he communicated at different Times to 
the Editors of Tranſlators of ſeveral Claſſic 
Authors. But his chief Labours of this Kind 
were beſtowed on the holy Scriptures, for 
which he came well prepared by his Know- 
ledge of tlie original Languages in which 
they were written. In Hebrew Literature 
more eſpecially, his Skill was ſo well known 
and acknowledged, that few Works of Emi- 
hence in that Branch of Learning were pub- 
liſhed, without being firſt ſubmitted. to his 
Examination, and receiving conſiderable Im- 
provement from his Corrections. He was 
the firſt Promoter, and always a liberal En- 
courager, of that very uſeful Work, The Col- 
lation of the Hebrew Manuſcripts of the Old 
Teſlament, undertaken by Dr. KENxIcOTr, 
and now brought to a Concluſion. The 
greateſt Part of his leiſure Hours was em- 
ployed in ſtudying the original Text of the 
ſacred Writings ; in comparing it with all the 
Vor. I. i antient 
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antient Verſions; in collecting together the Re- 
marks made upon it by the moſt ingenious and 
learned Authors, antient and modern, Jewiſh 
and Chriſtian; in applying to the ſame Pur- 
poſe every Thing he accidentally met with in 
the Courſe of his reading, that had any 
T endency to explain and illuſtrate it; and 
ſuperadding to the Whole, his own Ob- 
ſervations and Conjectures, ſome of which 
have been fince confirmed by the beſt Ma- 
nuſcripts. The Reſult of theſe Labours ap- 
pears,. in ſome Degree, in the ſhort and ma- 
ſterly Explications of Scripture, interſperſed 
occaſionally in his Lectures and Sermons ; 
but more particularly in the interleaved Bibles, 
and the theological Diſſertations hereafter - 
mentioned. 
But his Attention was not ſolely confined: to 
the Scriptures. He had ſtudied carefully ſome 
of the beſt Chriſtian Writers of the primitive 
Ages, and without relying implicitly on their 
Judgement, or adopting their Errors, knew 
well how to avail himſelf of their real Excel- 
lencies. Of eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory he was a 
great Maſter : had a clear Idea of the Pro- 
greſs of Chriſtianity from its firſt Promulgation 
to the preſent Times, of the various Revolu- 
1 1 tions 
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tions it had paſſed through, the different 
Grounds on which it had been oppoſed or vin- 
dicated, the Steps by which the Corruptions 
of it had been gradually introdueed; the Arts 
by which they had been fo long maintained; 
and the providential Coincidence of Events 
which afterwards contributed to remove 
them. He was well acquainted with the va- 
rious Sects, into which the Church was an- 
tiently, and is at preſent divided; he undef- 
| ſtood the Nature and Tendency of their re- 
ſpective Tenets, the State of the Contro- 
verſies ſubſiſting amongſt them, the reſpective 
Merits of their beſt Writers, the proper Con- 
duct to be obſerved towards each, and the good 
Uſes that might be made of all. And though 
in his Writings he never made à needleſs 
Oſtentation of all this Learning, yet, they who 
examine fome of the plaineſt of them cloſely 
and ctitically, will find them to be the Reſult 
of deep Fhought and a comprehenſive: Know- 
ledge of his Subject; will find that he ex- 
preſſes himfelf on almoſt every Point with 
Propriety, Preciſion, and Certainty; without 
any thing crude of injudicious, without any 
of thoſe raſh Aſſertions and haſty Concluſions; 
into which they, who have but a: ſuperficial 

RS View 
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View of Things, and know not what Ground 
they ftand upon, are perpetually falling. 
The beſt modern Publications in moſt Parts 
of uſeful Learning, but more eſpecially thoſe 
which immediately related to his own Pro- 
feſſion, or were in any Degree connected 
with it, he conſtantly read; was one of the 
firſt to give a ſatisfactory Account of them, 
to commend them if they deſerved it, to 
point out and obviate their Errors, if 
they contained any which he thought ma- 
terial. But there was one Part of his lite- 
rary Character extremely amiable, and, in the 
Degree at leaſt, almoſt peculiar to him; and 
that was, the incredible Pains he would take 
in reviſing, correcting, and improving the 
Works of others. This he did in numberleſs 
Inſtances beſides thoſe which have here been 
mentioned, with equal Zeal and judgment; 
and ſome of thoſe Compoſitions which now _ 
ſtand deſervedly higheſt in the Eſtimation. of 
the Public, and will go down with. en- 
creaſing Fame to future Ages, owe no in- 
conſiderable Share of their. Merit to his Cor- 
rections and Communications. 
The. Number of valuable Writings 48 
los has left behind him is very er 
: Beſides 
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Beſides the two Volumes of occaſional Ser- 
mons, which appeared in his Life-time, the 
Lectures on the Catechiſm and the Charges 
publiſhed ſince his Death, and the- four 
Volumes of Sermons now. offered to the 
Public, he has bequeathed to the Manu- 
ſcript Library at Lambeth, a great Variety of 
learned and curious Pieces, written by him- 
ſelf, to be preſerved there under the ſole 
Care of the Archbiſhop for the Time be- 
ing, and to be inſpected by no one ann | 
his Grace's expreſs Permiſſion. 
Amongſt theſe Manuſcripts, ſome of the moſt © . 
remarkable are ; an interleaved Engliſb Bible, in 
four Volumes in Folio, with occaſional Remarks; 
upon the New Teſtament very copious ; tending 
chiefly to clear up Difficulties, and to correct and 
improve the preſent Tranſlation, with a View 
probably to a new one; MicgArxrIs's He- 
brew Bible, filled with Compariſons of the 
antient Verſions, Emendations, and Con- 
jectures on the original Text; two. Folio 
Volumes of Notes upon Daniel; a great 
Number of critical Diſſertations on contro- 
verted Paſſages of Scripture; Remarks on 
ſome modern Publications; and ſeveral Vo- 
lumes of Miſcellanies, written in the former 
"4+ Part 
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Part of his Life, containing chiefly Extracts 
from various Authars, and Obſervations upan 
them, the Objections of ſceptical Writers to 
the Truth of Revelation, with Anſwers tö 
ſome, and Materials or Hiats for _m_— to 
many others. 

It may juſtly ſeem 3 that i in a Life 
ſo active, ſo full of Employment and Avoca- 
tion from Study *, the Archbiſhop could find 
Leiſure tp read ſo much, and to leave behind 
him ſo many Writings ; ſome of them learned 
and critical; all of them full of good Senſe and 
uſeful Knowledge. The Fact is, that in him 
were united two Things which very rarely 
meet together, but, whea they do, can prodyce 
Wonders, ſtrong Parts, and unwearied Induſtry. 
He roſe at Six the whole Year round, and had 
often ſpent a buſy Day, before others began to 
enjoy it. His whole Time was marked out 
and appropriated in the moſt regular Manner 
to particular Employments, and he never ſuf- 

* 11! le primum habuit in multiplicibes quibus ditritus eſt 


curis, nulli deefſe ; neque quiſquam fuit 4 literarum ſtud ii 
majorem operam otioſus poſuit, quam ille occupatiſſimo in 


loco. In aliis quidem hominibus i ingenium excellens, et mul- 
ti plicem ſcientiam agnoſcimys, i in aliis conſilium, auctorĩitatem, 
probitatem, conſtantiam; in quo autem hæc omnia ita abunde 
donvenerint haud faci è inbeniemus. Concio ad Clerum, & ora- 
tuncula, a Culielmo Markham _— 1709s P. 2 5. Sold by 


fered 


T. Pa LYNE. 
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fered even thoſe broken Portions of it, which 
are ſeldom much regarded, to be idly thrown 

away. The Strength of his Conſtitution hap- 
pily kept Pace with the Activity of his Mind, and 
enabled him to go on inceſſantly from one Buſi- 
neſs to another with almoſt unremitted Applica- 
tion, till, his Spirits being quite exhauſted, he 
was obliged at laſt to have Recourſe to Reſt, 
which however he always took Care t to make 
as ſhort as poſſible. _ 
Induſtry like this, continued through a low 
Courſe of Years, could not poſſibly be the Effect 
of any Thing but that which was indeed at 
the Bottom of it, a ſtrong Senſe of Duty. It 
was not becauſe the Archbiſhop had leſs Reliſh 
for Eaſe, or leſs Diſlike to Fatigue than other 
Men, that his Diligence and Perſeverance ſo 
far exceeded theirs; but becauſe he thought 
himſelf bound to labour for the Good of Man- 
kind, and that all Indolence and Self-indulgence, 
which interfered with this, was in ſome De- 
gree criminal. Whenever therefore he was 
engaged (as he was almoſt continually) in ſerv= 
Ing others, he never reckoned his awn Time 
or Pains for any Thing, nor did it ſeem fo 
much as once to enter into his Thoughts, that 
he ought to allow himſelf any Amuſement. 
· 4 Even 
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Even the Pleaſures of polite Literature, which 
were highly grateful to him, he thought himſelf 
obliged to relinquiſh for the peculiar Studies of 
his Profeſſion, and theſe again for the practical 
Duties of Religion, and the daily Offices of 
common Life. On this Principle he made it 
a Point to be at all Times acceſſible. Even in 
thoſe early Hours, which were more peculiarly 
dedicated to. Retirement and Study, if any one 
came to him on the ſmalleſt Pretence of Buſi- 
neſs, he would inſtantly break off the moſt 
pleaſing or moſt abſtruſe Speculations, receive 
his Viſiters with perfect good Humour, and 
ſacrifice thoſe precious Moments to Duty, to 
Civility, to the ſlighteſt Propriety, which he 
would on no Account have given up to Relax- 
ation or Repoſe. 
This indeed was only one Inſtance, 250 
many others, of that wonderful Command he 
had obtained over his moſt favourite Inclina- 
tions, and the Facility with which he controlled 
his ſtrongeſt Paſſions. His Temper was na- 
turally quick and impatient; but by keeping | 
a watchful Eye over the Movements of his 
own Mind, and preſcribing to himſelf certain 
excellent Rules and Precautions to which he 


1 adhered, he ſo totally ſubdued this 
| dangerous 
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dangerous Propenſity, that few who knew him 
had any Suſpicion of his being ſubje& to it. 
Sometimes indeed, on very trying Occaſions, he 
might be ſeen ready to kindle on a ſudden into 
ſome Expreſſions of Anger, and as ſuddenly 
recollecting and checking himſelf ; keeping 
down the rifing Tumult within him, and 
reſuming almoſt ANY his uſual Mild- 
neſs and Compoſure. 

In him appeared all the Efficacy of W ; 
Principle, the Calmneſs, the Greatneſs of 
Mind. the Fortitude, the Chearfulneſs, which 
no other Principle could inſpire, ſupport, and 
improve through a whole Life. That fervent 
yet rational Piety, which glowed in his Writ- 
ings, which animated his Devotions, was the 
genuine Effuſion of his Soul, the ſupreme 
Guide and Director of his Actions and Deſigns. 
It was not, as is ſometimes the Caſe, aſſumed 
occaſionally, and laid aſide when the Eye of 
the World was not upon him ; but was the 
fame in private as in public, to thoſe who 
obſerved him at a Diſtance, and thoſe who 
lived and converſed intimately with him, who 
had Opportunities of ſeeing him at all Hours, 
and under all Circumſtances, in his retired and 
ſerious as well as in his freeſt and moſt chearful 

Moments. 
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Moments. The Honour of God, and the 
Intereſts of Religion, were evidently neareſt 
his Heart. He thought of them, he talked of 
them, he was concerned and anxious for them, 
he fought out for Opportunities of advancing 
them, he was careful not to fay or do any 
Thing that might hurt them in the Eſtimation 
of Mankind. This it was which kept up that 
uniform Decency and Propriety fo remarkable 
in his whole Deportment, which preſerved 
him from every unbecoming Levity of Beha- 
viour and Converſation, added Weight and 
Dignity to his Character, and raiſed him above 
all the common Meanneſſes of merely ſecylar , 
Men. | 
His Soul was generous beyond Deſcription. 
Even when his Income was but moderate, and 
the Proviſion made for his Family very ſlender, 
he lived hoſpitably, and gave liberally. As 
his Revenues encreaſed, his Beneficence roſe 
in Proportion, inſomuch, that after the firſt 
Expences of his Promotion to the See of Can- 
terbury were over, his charitable Donations 
were conſiderably more than two thouſand 
Pounds a Year. On all proper Occaſions his 
Heart and his Hand were fo free, that he 
ſeemed not to have, as indeed he had not, the- 
leaſt 
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leaſt Regard for Money. The Eaſe and Readi- 
neſs with which he gave away the largeſt Sums, 
plainly ſhewed, that long Habit had rendered 
it quite natural and familiar to him, and that 
be ſaw Nothing wonderful or extraordinary in 
Acts of Generoſity, which others could not 
obſerve without Surpriſe. 
They who applied to him on Account of 

any public Subſcription, in Favour of any Thing 
uſeſul or even ornamental to his Country, com- 
monly received much more than they expected; 
and were frequently withheld from repeating 
their Solicitations, through Fear, not of being 
denied, but of treſpaſſing too far on a Libe- 
rality that ſeemed to know no Bounds. In 
Matters of private Charity, the Number of 
indigent Perſons whom he relieved by occaſional 
Benefactions, or ſupported by annual Penſions, 

was very great. Vet his Favours were not 
laviſhed away with undiſtinguiſhing Profuſion. 
He took Pains to find out the real Merits and 
Diſtreſſes of thoſe who aſked Relief from him, 
and endeavoured, as far as he was able, to 


ſingle out the virtuous and religious, as pe- 


culiar Objects of his Bounty. He thought 7 
a. material Part of true Benevolence, to have 
an Eye not only to the Removal of Miſery, 

but 
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but the Encouragement of Piety and good Mo- 
rals. With this View he was particularly 
attentive to ſuch Charities as were calculated 
to advance uſeful Knowledge or ſpiritual Im- 
proyement.; ; which he made a Point of encou- 
raging by his Example, not only as being in 
themſelves highly beneficial, but alſo ſtrangely 
diſregarded ſometimes by very worthy, and, in 
other Reſpects, very conſiderate Perſons. 

In the Government of his Family, there was 
an Air of Eaſe and Generoſity without any 
Affectation of Magnificence or Show. His 
Houſe was hoſpitable, and his Table plentiful, 
yet plain and fimple. He wiſhed to have my 
Thing ſuitable to his Rank, but would con- 

ſent to Nothing beyond it. He thought it 
right in one of his Station and Profeffion to 
diſcountenance, as far as he could, all luxurious 
Elegancies, He would therefore never give 
into ſeveral faſhionable Accommodations, nor 
admit extraordinary Delicacies to his Table, nor 
even accept them when offered to him. He 
received his Company with Politeneſs and good 
Humour, and entertained them, when he was in 
Health and Spirits, with lively and improving 
Converfation. He could make pertinent Ob- 
ſervations on almoſt any Topic that happened 
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to be. ſtarted, how remote ſoever from the 
natural Courſe of his Studies. -Men of eminent 
Worth or Learning he diſtinguiſhed by pe- 
culiar Notice, led the Diſcourſe to ſuch Sub- 
jects as called out their reſpective Excellencies, 
and ſhewed that they ſpoke before one who 
| —_ judge well of their Merits. 

Yet. it muſt be owned that he was not al- 
ways equally affable and obliging. There was 
ſometimes a Reſerve and Coldneſs in his Man- 

ner, that threw a Damp on Converſation, and 
prevented Strangers from being perfectly at their 
Eaſe before him. This was by ſome imputed 
to Pride. But in Reality it aroſe from very 
different Cauſes : ſometimes from bodily Pain, 
which he often felt when he did not own it; 
ſometimes from his Spirits being waſted or de- 
preſſed by the Fatigues of the Morning; ſome- 
times from accidental Uneaſineſſes ariſing in the 
Courſe of Buſineſs, which he could not im- 
mediately ſhake off his Mind. To this ſhould 
be added, that the natural Loftineſs of his 
Figure, and the Opinion generally and juſtly - 
entertained . of his Learning and Strictneſs of 
Life, were of themſelves apt to produce a Kind 
of Awe and Conſtraint in his Company, when 
he was far from wiſhing to inſpire it. 
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It was remarkable that he choſe always 
rather to talk of Things than Perfons ; was 
very ſparing in giving his Opinion of Cha- 
raters, very candid when he did. Of his 
own good Deeds or great Attainments he never 
fpoke, nor loved to hear others. ſpeak. Com- 
pliments were very irkfome to him. They 
viſibly put him out of Humour, and gave 
him actual Pain; and he would ſometimes 
expreſs his Diſlike of them in ſuch plain 
Terms, as effectually prevented a Repetition 
of them from the ſame Perſon. 

To his Domeſtics he was a gentle and in- 
dulgent Maſter. Many of them he ſuffered 
to continue with their Families in his Houſe 
after they were married. None of them were 
diſcharged on Account of Sickneſs or Infir- 
mity, but were aſſiſted with the beſt Advice 
that could be had at a. great yearly Ex- 
pence. - Thoſe who had attended him in III 
neſs, or ſ:rved him long and: faithfully,” he 
never failed to reward with an unſparing | 
Hand. Towards his other Depefidants,. his 
Behaviour was even and friendly. He ex- 
pected every one about him to do their Duty, 
of which he himſelf firſt ſet them the Ex- 


ample ; and, provided they did fo with any” 
tolerable 
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| tolerable Care, they were ſecure of his Fa- 


vour. Of light. Faults he took no Notice; 
of great ones he would expreſs his Senſe at 
the Time ſtrongly ; but never ſuffered them 


to dwell or rankle on his Mind, or operate 


do the future Prejudice of thoſe whoſe gene- 
ral Conduct was right. To his Relations he 
was continually doing the beſt-natured, the 
handſomeſt, the moſt generous Things; af- 


fiſting them in Difficulties, comforting them 
in Affliction, promoting their Intereſts, and 
improving their Circumſtances reaſonably, not 


aggrandizing or enriching them invidiouſly. 
The unaltered Kindneſs he ſhewed' to the 

two Ladies that lived with him from the Time 

of his Marriage to that of his Death, that 


is, for upwards of two-and-forty Years, was 
a remarkable Inſtance of ſteady Friendſhip; 


and ſhewed that his Soul was no. lefs. formed 


for that rare Union of virtuaus, Minds, than far 


every other generous Affection. The younger of 


thoſe two Ladies, Mrs. CATRER INE TALB ar, 


(who, to the. fineſt Imagination and the moſt 
elegant Accomplifhments of her Sex, added the 


gentleſt Manners, and a Diſpoſition thoroughly: _ 
enevolent and devout,) — long ſurvive the 
. Are 
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Archbiſho p. She died on the gth of Je- 
nuary laſt, in the 49th Year of her Age. 
Thus much it has been judged requiſite to 
lay before the World in Relation to Archbiſhop 
SECKER ; not with any View of exalting his 
Character higher than it deſerves, which is 
quite needleſs; but of making its real Value 
more generally known, and of reſcuing it from 
the Miſrepreſentations of a few miſinformed 
or malevolent Men. To ſome, no Doubt, the 
Portrait here. drawn of him will appear a 
very flattering one; but it will be much eaſier 
to call than to prove it ſuch. Nothing has 
been advanced but what is founded on the 
moſt authentic Evidence, nor- has any Cir- 
cumſtance been deſignedly ſtrained beyond the 
Truth. And if his Grace did really live and 
act in ſuch a Manner that the moſt faith- 
ful Delineation of his Conduct muſt neceſ- 
farily have the Air of a Panegyric, the Fault 
is not in the Copy, but in the Original. 
After this plain Repreſentation of Facts 
therefore, it cannot be thought neceſſary to 
enter here into a particular Examination of 
the various Falſhoods, which his Grace's Ene- 
mies have fo induſtriouſly circulated, in or- 


der 
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der to fix, if poſlible, ſome Stain upon his Re- 

putation. It would be very unreaſonable to 
expect that he of all others, ſo high in Rank 
and ſo active in the Diſcharge of his Duty, 
ſhould, amidſt the preſent Rage of Defama- 
tion, eſcape without his full Share of Cen- 
ſure; and it would be very weak to appre- 
hend the leaſt ill Conſequences from it. 
There is fo little Doubt from what Quarter 
thoſe Invectives come, and to what Cauſes. 
they are owing, that they do not appear to 
have made the ſlighteſt Impreſſion on any 
unprejudiced Mind, and, for Want of Ground 
to ſapport them, ate finking hourly into Obli- 
vion. If a Life ſpent like Archbiſhop SecxER's, 
and a Spirit ſuch as breathes through every Page 
of his Writings, ate not a ſufficient Confuta- 
tion of all ſuch idle Caluinnies, it is in vain to 
think that any Thing elſe can be ſo. All that 
his Friends have to do, is to wait a little While 
with Patience and Temper. Time never fails 
to do ample Juſtice to ſuch Characters as his; 
which, if left to themſelves, will always rife by 
their own Fotce above the utmoſt Efforts made 
to depreſs them, and acquire freſh Luſtre every 
Day in the Eyes of all cn and diſpaſ- 
ſionate Men. 
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